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. ·Maintain status quo :-~~cfil aw:rr ~ 
"on land where mosque 
was razed: HC to DDA 
.MALA VIKA PRASAD 
NEW DELHI. FEBRUARY 5 

Theordercameinanapplica
tion moved by the petitioner, 
managing committee of Delhi 
Wa<IBoard, seeking interim re-

lHE DEIR! High Court Monday lief. Its cowisel, advocate Shams 
. , asked the Del~i Development Khwaja. al'gued Monday that 

Authority (DOA) to maintain till demolition action has been taken 
.. · Februaly12"statusquo"withre- ~without lbllawingdue 

spect to the land in Mehrauli processoflaw.I-lealsoarguedthat 
where a mosque -Akhoondji theactiondisregardsaMillth23, 
Masjid-wasdemolished by the 20µ, HC order where a "sun,oey 
authorityonjanuary30. · was directed" to.be conducted 

A single-judge bench of withrespecttotheland. 
Justice Sachin Datta, listing the . In\cbumelSanjayKatyalar- I 
matteronFebruary 12,said, .. _it gued ttiatthe petitioner has "no 
is directed that till next date of locus to represent tlie' ,Waqf 
hearing,status(JJOshall bemain- Board", pointing to Delhi govern- ' 
tainedinrespectofland compris- ment'sjanuarylOorderwherein 
ing new khasro numbers_ situ- the Principal Secretary, Home 

, ated in village MehraulL It is Departrnent(GNCID1concemed 
made dear the aforesaid order hasbeenappoinledastheboard's 
shall not prevent on,\/othercivic administrator till it is-reconsti
agencies from taking requisite tuted. He further said DD,6/s ac
steps in adjoining areas/land for tion was taken pursuant to rec- ' 
routine maintenance/restora- ommendations of.the religious 
tion/otherdevelopmentworlcs." committee's January 4 meeting. 
~ -
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HC: Ma_intain status quo on ==After HC's rap on 

land where mosque razed bad air, MCD razes 
illegal guesthouse AIINMv.Garv@timesgroup.com 

.NewDelhi:DelhiHighCourt 
on Monday asked DDA to ma
intain status quo on the land 
in Mehrauli where a mosque, 
stated to be over six centuries 
old, was demolished last 
month as it was in a "no 
cconstruction" zone. 

Justice Sachin Datta said 
the order shall remain in for. 
ce till the next date of hearing 
and made it clear that the "or
der shall not prevent the 
DOA/other civic agencies 
from taking requisite steps in 
the adjoining areas/ land for 
the purpose of routine main
tenance/ restoration/ other 
development works." 

The court acted on an ur
gent application filed by the 
managing committee of the 
Delhi Waqf Board, which ar
gued that the demolition was 
illegal. The court, while Iis
tingthe matterfor hearing on 
Feb 12, stated that Delhi Deve
lopment Authority (DDA) 
shall maintain status quo 
over the site where the 'Akho
ondji mosque' was located. 

DDA has defended its ac-

IHCJUDGt'SlYS 

Order ..... not prevent 
DD.Voehel-clvlc 
ageldesfromtating 
requisite steps In the 
adjolnlngareas,/land 
for the purpose of 
routine maintenance/ 
restoration/other 
development worb 

tion before the court on the 
ground that the demolition to
ok place pursuant to recom
mendations of the Religious 
Committee on Jan 4. The stan
ding counsel for ODA, Sartjay 

Katyal, told the bench that the 
decision was taken after the 
Religious Committee afforded 
an opportunity of hearing to 
the CEO of Delhi Wagf Board. 

However, the wagf counsel 
urged the court to stay any 
further demolition at the site 
and argued that the commit
tee, which cleared the demoli
tion, had no jurisdiction to go 
into waqf property. He clai
med that the CEO had objected 

to the demolition in writing in 
the meeting of thecommittee. 

The mosque and the Beh· 
rul Uloom madrasa were de
molished by DOA on Jan 30 
for being "illegal structures" 
in Sanjay Van, which falls on 
the south-central ridge of the 
capital. This area is a "no• 
construction zone". 

The petitioners alleged 
that the demolition was done 
in a brazen manner and the 
imam and his family, who li
ved on the premises, were left 
homeless. They further alle• 
ged that the demolition was 
in violation of several court 
orders and was carried out 
without any survey of the 
property or prior notice. 

Thecourtsaiditwouldex
amine the legality of the nod 
given by the religious com
mittee and subsequent action 
taken by DOA. 

On Jan 31, the court asked 
ODA to file its reply clearly 
setting out the action that has 
been taken on the property as 
well as its basis. It asked DOA 
to inform the court if any no
tice was given before the de
molition was done. 

/i • f ,1 

I ~ 

., 

, , 
' I • 

The demolition will continue on Tuesday and Wednesday 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

New Delhi: Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) has 

started demolishing a six-storey guesthouse in the Niza

muddin area, which was illegally built on ODA land. 

"The demolition started on Saturday and was part of 

legal compliance. It will continue on Tuesday and Wed

nesday. The fourth, fifth and sixth floor of the property 

were completely demolished. The building (guest house) 

is situated in the Basti Hazrat Nizamuddin," the civic bo

dy said on Monday. 
"Considering the fact that the house was sealed and 

still the construction on upper floors happened on the 

property on DOA land, we filed a police complaintfor tre

spassing also," the official said, -
The action was taken after Delhi High Court on Feb 1 

criticised MCD and ODA for illegalconstruc:tion ~ the ca

pital. The bench said that despite a claim by the civic body 
that the premises was sealed, illegal construction resul-

' ted in the addition of floo~ to aguesthousethat was ille

gally built on a DOA land near the monuments. 

Upset with MCD and DDA's failure in acting against 

' unautho~isedconstructionneartheNizamuddinki~oli 

1 and the Barakhamba Tomp, two centrally protected mo

numents, the bench headed by chief justice Manmohan 

and justice Manmeet PS Arora said on Thursday: "Prim~ 
facie, the matter requires investigation by CBI." • 

The proceedings took place on a public interest litlga

lionfiled by theNGOJamiaArabia Nizamia WelfareEdu

cation Society. The plea a lleged that DOA, MCD, Delhi Po

lice and Archaeological Survey of India had failed tpstop 

i;onstruction at the guesthouse, located withinlOOmetres 

of the centrllllY protected monuments. 
It also contended that a largenumberof s imilarguest

houses had been allowed to operate in the area and the 

structures were a threat to the environment. heritage and 

c1,11tural slgnlflcance or the area. 
' . The plea sought a direction totheauthorltiesto "f\illll the

irbonstltutlonal obligations and dqties" Md stop the alleged 

~ and unauthorised construction of theguesthouse. 
. , , 
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Jtf inhustan atimes 

Historians and activists have questioned encroachment action against an edifice that has existed for 900 years. PHOTOS: SAIR+HIND 

12th century shrine razed 
in DDA drive at Mehrauli 
Sanjeev K Jha and Ahell Das 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: On January 30, the 
grave of Baba Haji Rozbih -
believed to be one of the first 
Sufi saints in Delhi - located 
inside Sanjay Van, a dense 
reserved forest in Mehrauli, was 
razed to the ground by the Delhi 
Development Authority (DDA). 

A senior DDA official told HT 
that several religious structures 
inside Sanjay Van, which is a 
part of the Southern Ridge, 
were demolished, including the 
Uth century grave. 

"As per the Ridge Manage
ment Board, the ridge area 
should be free of all types of 
encroachment, and so a com
mittee was formed which sug
gested the removal of several 
illegal structures inside Sanjay 
Van." said the DDA official, who 
asked not to be named. 

The demolition comes even 
as more than 314 hectares of the 
Southern Ridge are encroached, 
according to reports submitted 
to the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT). These encroachments 
include scores of multi-storey 
buildings and sprawling farm
houses, many of which have 

· expanded deep into the dense 
forests of the ridge. Authorities 
have done little to take them 
down, despite a raft of court 
orders and observations. For 
Instance, In December last year, 
th,e Delhi high court pulled up 
the state government for "drag
gln8 Its feet" on stripping the 
Ridge of encroachments. 

But the demolition action, 
and the logic, prompted histori
ans and activists to raise ques
tions over "encroachment" by 
an edifice that has existed for 
900 years, and wonder if the 
agencies were targeting old 
monuments rather than new 
violations in the forested area. 

Rich heritage 
The grave, which was at the 
entrance of Qila Lal Kot, finds 
mention in the definitive "List of 
Muhammadan and Hindu Mon
uments, Volume III- Mahrauli 
Zila" published in 1922 by 
Maulvi Zafar Hasan, assistant 
superintendent of the Archaeo
logical Survey of India (ASI). 

According to the list: "Baba 
Haji Rozbih is revered as one of 
the oldest saints of Delhi. He is 
said to have come during the 
time ofRai Pithura and took up 

. his abode In a cave near the 
ditch of the fort" 

The 20th century text also 
mentions that ·many of the Hin
dus embraced Islam by his 
advice, and the astrologers 
regarded this as an Ill omen, 
and told the Raja that the com
ing ofBaba Haji foreboded the 
advent of the Muhammadan 
rule into Deihl. It is also alleged 
by local tradition that a daugh
ter of Rai Pithura also embraced 
Islam through him, and the 
other plaster grave which Iles in 
the enclosure Is assigned to 
her." 

While there Is little known 
about when exactly the Sufi 
saint reached Deihl, the list' 

marks that the grave came up in 
the "latter part of the Uth cen
tury AD". 

Praveen Singh, superintend
ing archaeologist of AS! (Delhi 
Circle), told HJ that the grave 
was not a part of the list of pro
tected monuments under ASI. 
"It is not llsted. We were not 
contacted by DDA or any other 
body before the demolition was 
carried out," Singh said. 

In fact, the 20th century list 
by Maulvi Hasan mentioned 
that it was "unnecessary" to 
protect this structure under 
"Act VII of 1904 (Ancient Monu
ments Preservation Act). 

Area cordoned off 
The mosque of Akhoondji -
whose date of construction is 
unknown, but date of repair is 
mentioned by Maulvi Hasan in 
the list as 1270 AH (18534 AD) -
was also demolished by DDA on 
January 30. 

The news of the demolitions, 
however, surfaced on social 
media on Sunday, five days after 
the DDA'saction as parts of the 
area have been cordoned off. On 
Sunday, Salr e Hind, an Insta
gram page dedicated to Delhi's 
history and heritage walks, 
posted a photo of the rubble 
that now occupies the spot 
where the grave of Baba Haji 
Rozbih existed. 

Syed Yusuf ~hahab, who Is 
the co-founder of the page, told 
HT, "I received a call yesterday 
from a friend, who llves In Chi
rag Delhi, and visits Sanjny Van 
on the weekends. He said that 

HC directs status 
quo at Mehruali 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
high court on Monday 
directed the Delhi Devel
opment Authority (DDA) 
to maintain status quo of 
the land in Mehruali on 
which the centuries-old 
Akhunji Masjid was 
demolished, till February 
12. 

A bench of justice · 
Sachin Datta, however, 
clarified that its order 
would not preclude the 
authority from acting 
against other illegal prop
erties in the area. HTC 

the grave had been removed. He 
also shared a photo,·which I 
posted on the page." 

Rana Safvl, historian and 
author, said that calling the reli
gious structures inside Sanjay 
Van "encroachments" was 
incorrect. "The grave of Baba 
Haji Rozbih has been here for 
centuries. How can something 
from the past be an encroach
ment in the present? This is a 
huge loss for students, histori
ans. and Delhi. Often. one would 
see Hindus and Muslims offer 
their respect here,· said Safvi. 

Historian and author Sam 
Dalrymple, too, echoed the sen
timent. "That It was declared an 
encroachment and demolished 
In such a hurry is a bitter loss 
for everyone,". he said. 
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·6O0-year-old mosque 
demolition: Delhi HC 

orders status quo ·on land 

I MPOST BUREAU . 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court on 
1 Monday directed the Delhi Development 

Authority (DDA) ,to maintain the cur
rent state of the land m Mehrauli where a 
'600-year-old mosque was demolished last 
morith. 1his "status ,quo" order will remain 
in force until the .next c.o~hearing on Febo 
ruary 12·and allows the DDA to continue 
taking acti~n .against ·other illegal structures 
in the area, excluding the specific site of the 
,demolished mosque:· · . · ~ · , " 

· Justice Sachin Datta: issued the order in 
-response to a plea filed by the Delhi Waqf 
Board, which·maintains1he mosque was 
demolished ill~y. '.Jlte'Boardrequested the 
court to preserve ,the site as it was. . - ' : 

The mosque, known as the Akhoondji 
' 1 mosque; along with. ~e ~ Uloom 

madrasa, was~~emoli$aj,:_by the-DDA on 
,,, J:_u~ .,3,!fo~ :-'· ;,._ . e ·Conlin~.ed on P~ 

600-year-:old 
allegedly being an_ "file:gal , I 

structure" within SanJ?,Y'van. 
.The DDA has defended its 

-action before the high court on 
the ground that the demolition 
took place under the recomme~
aations of the Religious Comnut-

-~ dated January 4. . , 
, "!lie decision, ~BA stated. ~ 
taken *r·the Religioll$ Com
ll)ittee-affor~ an opportunjty of 
hearing to the CEO ofDelhi Waqf 
Board. The petitioner contended ' 
.,that the Migious Committee '' 
MS no furisdiction to order any 

,, demolition action. 
On January:31, the court ~ 

' ODA to file its re_ply clearly setting 
out the action that h"6 been taken,' 
in respep pf the property COi)• f , 
cemed .as w~ as its basis, ,l 

It;dsoas~DDAto~ ' 
I whether any prior notice was , L 1 
►' given befo,re Wang the demoli· " 

, tion action. · I 

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 
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Rebuild another mosque where it 
was demolished, demand locals 

NEW DELHI: A week after the 
Delhi Development Author
ity (DDA) razed a 600-year
lold mosque in Sanjay Van in 
'south Delhi's Mehrauli, locals 
have demanded tha,t the agency 

trebuild another mosque at the 
same site. 

The Akhoondji mosque 
as well.as the Behrul Uloom 
m adrasa was demolished by 

, the DDA on January 30 for 
; being an "illegal structure'' in 
Sanj:\yVan. . 
, The DDA has defended its . -.· !!!!!" !iii~ 
action bef9re the high court on 
the ground that the demolition 
tpok place pursuant-to the rec
ommendations of the Religious 
Committee dated January 4. 
ah -The residents claimed a 

,cemetery~ also demolished 
during the drive. 

t ,_, Fauzan Ahmed Siddiqui, a 
~ m~r of the management 
committee of Dargah Qutub 
Saban in Mehrauli, said that 

1 nobody the area where the 
•mosque, madrasa and cem-
1etery .were demolished has 
rbeen barricaded and no one is 

1aJJ.owed to go inside. . 
/ ,,..The; D!!lhi I-Jigh Court !)n 
11!-fonday: aske4_ the Delhi Devel-

opment Authority (DDA) to 
maintain status quo with 
respect to the land in Meh
rauli where a mosque, stated 
to be over six centuries old, was 
demolished last month. 

· The court, while listing 
the matter for further hear
ing on February 12, stated that 
the DDA shall maintain sta
tu~ quo over the site where 
the Akhoondji mosque was 
located. 

Regarding the recommen
dation from the Religious 
Committee, Siddiqui said the 
(DDA) should have gone to the 
co~ for a decision on the mat-

ter. He demanded that people 
be allowed to enter the cem
etery area. 

'If someone dies today, 
where do we take him? There 
is already a lack of a cemeter
ies. The madrasa, graveyards 
and the mosque were demofc 
ished without giving any prior 
intimation; he said. 

'It is being told that a notice 
was received from the revenue 
department on January 2. The 
religious committee meeting 
was held on January 4 and later 
no one received any notice. 
They came and gave a notice 
one hour before the demoli- -
tion and told the people present 
there to remove their belong:
ings,' he added. 

Israr Ali, general secretary 
of Akhoondji mosque, said 
the property is in the gazette: 
ofWaqfboard. 

'The Waqf board has-this 
property in its gazette. There 
were around 25 children in 
the madrasa who have~ 
shifted to nearl>y: ~ 
Ip 1994, the mQSqU(:;:Q!IUe 
under San»t-y Van protect_.:,d 

• ~ . wh\ch,CQ~738 acres of 
land: Ali said A6EIICllS. 

3:. 
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i· B JP RS MP seeks abolition 

of Places of Worship Act, 1991 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ■ 
NEW DELHI 

The Rajya Sabha on Monday 

saw members raising issues 

pertaining to road safety and 

accidents, demolition of place 

of worship and a demand for 

abolition of the Places of 

Worship Act, 1991. 
Harnath Singh Yadav (BJP) 

demanded the immediate abo

lition of the Places.ofWorship 

Act, 1991, alleging the law 

impinges on the~Q.usrights 

of Hindus, Sikhs, Jains and 

Buddhists provided under the 

Constitution. 
During the Zero Hour mention 

in Rajya Sabha, he also claimed 

the law is harming communal 

harmony in the country. 

"Places of Worship Act is com

pletely illogical and unconsti

tutional. It takes away the reli

gious rights of Hindus, Sikhs, 

Buddhists and Jains under the 

Constitution. 
"lt is also damaging communal 

harmony in the country. 

Therefore, I urge the govern

ment to immediately repeal this 
law in the interest of the 

nation," the senior BJP leader 

said. 
The legislation prohibits con

version of any place of worship 

and to provide for the mainte

nance of the religious charac

ter of any place of worship .as 

it existed on August 15, 1947. 

crete evidence in the event of 

a road accident;' she said. 

\-ill~-- • Khan said most countries in 

This law, Yadav contended, 

violates the principles of equal

ity and secularism provided in 

the Constitution. He also point

ed out that the law prohibits 

judicial review. 
Raising the matter of road 

safety during the Zero Hour, 

Fauzia Khan (NCP) said instal

lation of dash cams in vehicles 

should be made mandatory to 

address concerns related to 

accidents and promote respon

sible driving practices. 
The NCP member said there . 

have been instances of protests 

against the strict provisions 

regarding hit-and-run cases in 

the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 

(BNS), which replaces the colo

nial-era Indian Penal Code 

(IPC). 
"One key aspect that deserves 

attention in the wake of these 

strjngent measures is the pro

motion of dash cams. Dash 

cams have emerged as a valu

able tool that can provide con-

the world have adopted dash 

cams on a large scale. Making 

the use of dash cams manda

tory for manufacturers aligns 

with the objective of collecting 

reliable evidence, ensuring 

transparency, and facilitating a 

fair legal process. 
The NCP MP said today seat I 
belts, seat belt beeps, an~ so on 

have been made mandatory for 

manufacturers. 
Imran Pratapgarhi (Congress) 

voiced concerns over "uncon- 1· 

stitutional actions" take by the 

Delhi Development Authority 

(DDA) by removing old struc

tures in Delhi. The DDA, he 

said, was illegally removing 

historical buildings and struc

tures, including a mosque. 
In his Zero Hour mention, V 

Vijayasai Reddy (YSRCP) made 

a demand for withdrawal of the 

draft de-reservation policy pro

posed by the University Grants 

Commission (UGC). 

Citing data on professors and 

assistant professors in central 

universities, Reddy expressed 

surprise that the UGC has 

recently issued draft guide

lines on de-reserving the 

vacancies meant for SCs, STs 

and OBCs. . 

"This is this is very much 

unconstitutional and unwar

ranted," he said. 
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