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Hindustan Times —————
Demolition drive at Sanjay Van |

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) on Tues-
day carried out an encroach-
ment removal drive at Sanjay
Van, demolishing several unau-
thorised constructions in the
protected forest area of the
.southern Ridge and clearing
5,000sgm of area, officials said.
In an official statement DDA

has said that the encroachment

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

removal drive was carried out in
the presence of security personnel
and several unauthorised religious
structures have been removed.

“A joint committee was formed

under chairmanship of district |

magistrate South Delhi to assess
the encroachment in Sanjay Van,
which suggested the removal of
various illegal structures from the
Sanjay Van,” DDA said. HTC

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31,2024

5000 sqm of land reclaimed in Sanjay Van

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: DDA reclaimed about
5,000 sqm in Sanjay Van area with
the removal of “illegal” structures
on Tuesday, said officials.

“In compliance with the order of
the committee headed by the DM (So-
uth), the horticulture department
carried outademolitiondrive in San-
jay Van, during which officials of re-
venuedepartment and cops were pre-
sent. The structures were successful-
ly demolished and the removal of
malbais under process,” DDA said.

Sanjay Van is a reserved forest,
spread over 780 acres. As per the
Ridge Management Board, the rid-

#

ge area should be free from encro-
achments. A committee, with DM
(South) as chairperson, had sug-
gested the illegal structures be re-
moved from Sanjay Van. On Jan
27, the removal of the structures
was approved.

Meanwhile, MCD said it has de-
molished 440 structures and sealed
85 others in Jan. “The action inelu-
des an intensive drive carried out in
the past two days, including31 demo-
lition actions, eight sealing actions
and fouractionsagainst illegal plots
in various areas, including Dera
Mandi, Said-ul-Ajaib, Chhatarpur,
Burari and Narela,” said an official,
adding 70 acres were freed up.

Joint committee seeks
12 weeks from NGT to
demarcate floodplain
New Delhi: A joint committee has so-
ught 12 weeks from National Green Tri-

* bunal for demarcating the floodplains
. sayingtheexercise needs massive inter-

departmental collaboration, collection
of data and ground verification toensu-
re implementation of tribunal’sorder
Taking suo moto cognisance of a
TOIreport titled ‘Why flooding has for-
ced DDA's master plan rethink’
inOctlast year, NGThad consti-
tuted a committee headed by
' Delhi chief secretary to notify
the floodplains of the Yamuna
', as per the River Ganga (Rejuve-
nation, Protectionand Manage-
. ment) Authorities Order; 2016.
In a report submitted to
NGT on Jan 29, Delhi enviren-
ment department, on behalf of
the committee, said, “It is pray-
ed further a time of 12
| may be.granted to the concer-
nedagencies tocompletethe ex-
erciseandensure compliance.”
According to the report,
* DDA estimates 9,700 hectares
compriseof Yamuna's O-zone,
' but occupies 1,146 hectares. Of
thetotal 3,493 hectaresavailab-
' lefor development, 1,647 hecta-
' res was available with DDA.
5,061 hectareshasbeenallotted
todifferent departments. ™n
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Delhi govt asks for 12 weeks to
demarcate Yamuna’s ﬂoodplam

Jasjeev Gandhiok
jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Experts have |

| heldthat there is a simple rw;m.?g
why the Delhi government has
been unable to protect the
Yamuna floodplains — they have
never been demarcated and
defined.

After the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT), in October, pushed
the administration to do so by
setting up a panel for the task,
| the Delhi government, in a sub-

mission to the body on January
29, has sought 12 weeks to com-
plete the virtual demarcation of
the floodplains, and a physical
demarcation on the ground
through signage and pillars.

Floodplains are a critical eco-
system —they are a natural bar-
rier against floods, serve as an
ideal recharge mechanism (for
rainwater especially), and pro-
vide a home to diverse flora and
fauna. But they are usually
neglected, and often encroached
upon — often with disastrous
consequences for not just the
river, but also human habita-
tions along its banks.

Floods such as the one last
year which saw the Yamuna
water level rise to an all-time
high of 208.66 metres on July 13,
with ‘the river's waters almost
reaching the Supreme Court and
besieging the Red Fort, can be
directly attributed to abuse of
the floodplains, experts say.

NGT, inOctober, took cogni-
zance of a media report and
_formed a committee headed by
the Delhi chief secretary to iden-
tify, demarcate and notify the
floodplains of the Yamuna as per
the River Ganga (Rejuvenation,
Protection and Management)
Authorities Order, 2016.

It added that the delineation
of Yamuna was required to pre-
vent illegal developments in the
floodplains.

The committee also com-
prises a nominee from Delhi
Development Authority, the Sec-
retary (Environment); the Secre-
tary (ministry of Jal Shakti);
executive director, National Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga (NMCG);

and commissioner, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD).

“THe comumittee wil:jget the
spot inspection done and ensure
- dﬁarcgigln of flood plams of
|

In October, NGT said that delineation of‘l’amunawas reqnlred to prevem ii]ega] developments.

Yamuna in the area concerned
and suggest measures to prevent
and remove the encroachment
and unauthorized constructions
falling within the flood plains,”
NGT said in its order dated Octo-
ber17,2023.

In a submission on January
29, the environment department
of the Delhi government told the
tribunal that it will take two
weeks for the remote determina-
tion of the floodplain area, fol-
lowed by another two weeks to
prepare high-resolution images
using Geospatial Delhi Limited
(GSDL), a company that main-
tains and update spatial data
through mapping and surveys,
and four weeks for on-ground
verification of the same area,
after which physical demarca-
tion on the ground will com-
mence,

In its submission, the Delhi
government added: “The com-
mittee has deliberated atlength
the timelines required for the
exercise and found that the oper-
ation needs massive interdepart-
mental collaboration, collection
of data, ground surveys, verifica-
tion and en-ground demarcation
to ensure effective implementa-

ko

tion of this Tribunal's directions
and thus requires more time. It
is prayed further a time of 12
weeks may be granted to the
concerned agencies to complete
the exercise and ensure compli-
ance.”

HT has reviewed a copy of the
submission.

Ground situation

The submission added that DDA
estimates the so-called Zone O of
the Yamuna to be 9,700 hectares
with the area occupied by the
river itself being around 1,146
hectares.

Of'the balance, land available
for development is 3,493 hec-
tares (1,647 hectares of this is
with DDA); the remaining 5061
hectares is with other depart-
ment and agencies, and also
home to 94 unauthorised colo-
nies.

The Delhi government depart-
mentalso said that DDA carried
out a floodplain area demarca-
tion , based en a 2015 NGT order
that sought the demarcation
keeping In mind a possible
“I-in-25 year flood” (a rare oceur-
rence with a 4% chance of occur-
ring every year).

That exercise (done in associ-
ation with the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi), however,
has been questioned by the
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG), which, in Janu-
ary 2022, directed the demoli-
tion of structures in the flood-
plains noting that the DDA
demarcation was “inappropri-
ate” and “not done properly”.

In the draft master plan for
2041, which is yet to be notified,
DDA split this zone into Zone O1
and Zone 02, with regulated
development being allowed in
the latter.

What happens now

To determine the area with
other agencies and government
departments along the flood-
plains, the NGT-appointed com-
mittee has directed GSDL to pro-
cure high-resolution images of
the floodplain area and coordi-
nate with different departments
and agencies for the preparation
of a detailed map. the submis-
sion stated.

“The committee stressed on
the granularity of data required
from DDA on this exercise,
which included a detailed

)
r"‘ 5

HT ARCHIVE
department-wise/agency-wise
break-up of area in terms of
ownership and land use. ...Also
directed DDA to submit the area
which is clearly free from
encroachment and encumbran-
ces and also enquired from DDA
about the area under private
ownership,” the submission
added, stating that each govern-
ment department or agency
owning land along the flood-
plains has to appoint a nodal
officer and share information
with GSDL within four weeks.

Experts said until the demar-
cation is done, unauthorised
colonies and structures cannot
be removed.

“DDA has said it has done a
1-in-25 year floodplain demarca-
tion in the past, but we don't see
any bollards or markings in the
Yamuna, barring a few limited
places, like Baansera. The
O-zone also exists on paper and
until there is clear demarcation
of floodplain area, how can we
stop projects from taking place
on floodplain land?" asked Bhim
Singh Rawat, a Yamuna activist
and member of the South Asia
Network on Dams, Rivers and
People (SANDRP).
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7 DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY |

VACANCY NOTIFICATION No.06/YP/2023/PB-|

Delhi Development Authority invites applications for hiring Young
Professional for following task who posses requisite
qualifications, experience and expertise on contractual basis in
accordance with the policy document issued vide Circular No.
85/2023 dated 06.09.2023:-

S. cmmw Mo. of YP to Essential educational
No. be engaged| qualifications and experience

01 [For monitoring| 01 (ONE) Master Degree in Economics/ Finance
of Engineering/ [Statistics
Housing and OR
lother projects MBA/PG Diploma in Business

Administration with 02-05 years
professional experience in Project

Management/Monitoring and
|Evalu.atfon

The Young Professionals who are ready to take on this challenge
may head over to DDA website i.e. https://dda.gov.in/latest-jobs
and check out the "Procedure and guidelines for engagement of
Young Professionals” including the detailed Notification
envisaging eligibility criteria, application format and procedure of
Its' submission, terms and conditions etc. The number of
positions is subject to variation depending upon the requirement
of DDA. The last date of submission of applicationis 15.02.2024.
f ddacfficial ¥ official_dda [ official_dda_|[§} Official _dda
Please visit DDA's website at www.dda.gov.inor Dial Toll Free No. 1800110332
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