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Will shut you down: HC

Shruti Kakkar
letters@hindustantimes.com _

NEW DELHI: The Dethi high court
came down heavily on the forest
department on Wednesday and
directed it to remove concrete
constructions surrounding trees
in the Bikaji Cama Place com-
plex immediately, warning the
department that it would be
“shut down” in case of non-com-
pliance with the court's orders.
Questioning the construction
of an enclosed platform (chabu-
tra) around the trees on the foot-
path — which was done for
“beautification purposes” —the
court observed that the enclo-
sure restricted the movement of
] aswell.

*...this is a footpath and you
put concrete structure on the
footpath. What is happening? I'Tl
shut down your department (for-
est). You're too incompetent.
What is this beautification?

is this aesthetic? This is ~

kb going in the right diregtion. I
don't know whether you need to
Tegij your ent...,” justice
Jasmeet Singh told advocate
Jawahar Raja, who appeared for
the forest department.

Justice Singh added, “On
pavements you make structures.
1t is for trees and it is for move-
ment. I'm sure, some balance
can be struck. How do you
address this promptly after 50
days? This is not going in the

warns Delhi forest dept

The court warning came over concrete structures around trees

in south Delhi’s Bhikaji Cama Place Complex.

right direction. This is painful.”

The court was considering a
plea filed by Aditya N Prasad
seeking to initiate contempt
against the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) and the forest
department for failing to comply
with its 2020 orders directing to
set up a helpline and a website
(to ease the process of lodging
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complaints regarding damage to
trees), mandating a one-metre
space around trees and prohibit”
ing construction activity around
them. The court also directed the
deputy conservator of forest to
file a detailed affidavit on the
extent of the violations and the
remedial measures regarding
the protection of trees,

i ga I2m)

Ui v’
Adpicsen’

% faett (AH) | TEEE

FaaR =1 ATl H ey
ot ¥ S afrw i 3y
PN TE Y HEe e
¥ v e &1 orger A 0%
dreiftor 3 fi8 F Tk 0T

o % A %
FHFEF F g ¥ I
sl = fawm % siftEfEt
# Afem @t &
TRt e O waE
g1 o 3 ST qar=en
o1 fF et T N
v o 921 ¥ =R 9
T AR @R

_—

S asHITe st
-harivia e

Tt fre mitiesvor
(F) A A ear 3§ 3t
T Gite & for Uslieseu
s e g1 29 i o
UG SR | IHDRT &
for 1800110332 Wl

T USd & | 3 Tt
{1 §-fanh & FRA vig
T A 9 et




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

{E TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2021_0 ATED

HC pulls up forest dept, directs it
to remove concrete around trees

Times News Network

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Wednesday ordered theaut-
horities to immediately remo-
ve concrete around trees at
Bhikaji Cama Place Complex
and questioned the rationale
behind such “beautification.”

] will shut your depart-
ment. Youare totally incompe-
tent, How do you address this
promptly when there is a delay
of 50days? Youneed torejigthe
department, this is painful,”
Justice Jasmeet Singh told the
forest department’s counsel,
while hearing a contempt plea
over the concretisation of the
trees and failure to take
prompt action on a complaint
regarding the damage caused
tothetrees.

The court issued notice to
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both Delhi Development Aut-
hority and the forest depart-
ment on the plea, filed by peti-
tioner Aditya N Prasad.
Prasad said he learnt in
August that an enclosed plat-
form (chabutara) was being
canstructed around the stan-
ding trees in Bhikaji Cama
Place Complex by DDA for
“beautification” purposes.
Wondering what type of
“beatification is this?" the co-
urt underlined that the area
was meant for trees. “On pave-
ment youmake concrete struc-
tures? It is for trees. You are
restricting movement. Whatis
the point?” HC said, asking the
forestdepartmenttofileadeta-
iled response as to why no
prompt action was taken by its
officials against the concreti-
sation to protect the trees even

after acomplaint was made.

The court also directed
the conservator of forests to
submit a status report on the
extent of violations of the or-
der pertaining to concretisa-
tionof treesand remedial me-
asuresundertaken.

Prasad alleged there was
also wilful disobedience of the
high court’s directions to the
forest department to set up a
telephone helpline and websi-
te where citizens can lodge
complaints about damage to
trees and specifically descri-
bed the manner in which’
“prompt” action is to be taken
once the complaint has been
received. He submitted that
despite a complaint having
been made, the construction
work continued, and no pre-
ventivemeasures were taken.
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95% eligible open-air
eateries issued health
trade licences: MCD

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi claims to have
issued health trade licences to
95% eligible candidates for
running open-aireateries.

“We started inviting appli-

cations under the new open-air
restaurant policy in November
2022,and at least 200 people have
registered and obtained these.
Except forafew which disconti-
nued the operation for various
reasons, the rest are operating
the restaurants successfully”
anMCD official said.

The civic body issued an or-
der on November 3, 2022, allo-
wing applications by restau-
rantsand eateries tostart open-
airdiningon terraces and cpen
spaces attached to existing di-
ning areas. In order to ensure
there is no violation of norms,
there are 125 inspectors enga-
ged by the MCD on the ground.

MCD officials, however,
said they were facing a pro-
blem regarding dining faciliti-
es or restaurants in DDA mar-
kets or complexes where there

“Usually, no open space is
provided at the front of shopsin
DDA complexes and they are
uniformly designed. Allowing
theeateries incommonareasor
walkways is impractical. The
department doesn't provide
NoC for running the open-air
dining in those cases. Ideally,
theopen spaceshould be within
theplotlimit,” the official said.

According to the policy for
open-air restaurants, there
won't be any requirement for a
separate no-objection certifica-
te (NOC) from the fire depart-
mentforrunningand establish-
ments having an area of 90 squ-
are metres and if they already
havea fire department NOC.

The public health depart-
ment is also debating on issu-
ing health trade licenses in ca-
se of fashion shows, exhibi-
tions and amusement parks.

“There is no policy for a li-
cence in this sector and a deba-
te is on whether fashion shows
and exhibitions fall in the cate-
gory of entertainment or pro-
motion.... We are considering
levying taxes on amusement
parks,” théofficialsaid. _

areviolations.
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HC: Remove
concrete around
trees at Bhikaj

Cama Place

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court on Wednesday asked
the authorities here to imme-
diately remove the concrete
around trees in Bhikaji Cama
Place Complex and questioned
the rationale behind such
“beautification”.

Justice Jasmeet Singh issued
notice to the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) and
forest department officials on
a contempt plea over the con-
cretisation of the trees and the
failure to take prompt action on
a complaint regarding the dam-
age caused to the trees.

Petitioner Aditya N Prasad
said he learnt in August that
an enclosed platform (chabu-
tara) was being constructed
around the standing trees in
the Bhikaji Cama Place Com-
plex by the DDA for “beauti-
fication” purposes. “What is
this beautification? On pave-
ment you make concrete struc-
tures? It is for trees. You are
restricting movement. What is
the point?” Justice Singh asked
during the hearing,
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