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Bijwasan rail terminal not on
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‘protected’ forest land: NGT
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Farest department had imposed a fine of Rs 5.9¢r on
RLDA In 2022 for the |llegal felling of 990 trees

the number of alleged trees standing on per
nere ol land... this land does not fall under the
citepory af deemed forest,” satd the NGT in
hs Februury Border, The tribunal also obser-
ved thot the Porest Cunservation Act, 2023,
which wasrecently smended, did not cover de-
umed forestsnny more.

A bemeh headed by NGT chairperson Justi-
v P'ridiash Sheivistavi said the counsel for the
RLDA had nlso mode n entegorienl stntement be-
fore U teihiumal (hatall rules will be followed at
thu e ol lmplementation of the project,

"Henew, wo are of the view that udequate
precout s hive nlready been tuken to prevent
Wegal felling of troes. Evenotherwise, wemake
It elenr that respondents during the implomen-
tlonal the project, will not eut any tree unaut-
hortsedly ar Ulegally and will follow nllenviron.
mental norms, ineluding e nupensatory plnta-
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l Delhi’s Ist bird census to start from
Feb-end; to be held every 3 months

Whatis bird'atlas?

immshmmmutnbﬁnuumlnnlnb&dmm
and density over the years. It also uses maps to help Identify

Jasjeev Gandhlok
letters @ hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's forest and
wildlife department is planning
to create a “bird atlas” for the
Capital. which will have details
of the city's bird diversity in
terms of species and their distri-
bution across the city. The
department is planning to create
the atlas by the end of the year by
conducting a senes of bird cen-
sus. beginning this month-end,
officials aware of the matter said
on Sunday

A bird atlas helps the states 1o
look at the change in bird diver-
sity and density over the vears. It
also uses maps to help identify
important bird habitats,

A census is planned to be car-
ricd out once every lhree
months, which will provide the
government adequate data on
both resident and migratory
birds across different seasons,
they added. Forest officials said
this will be for the first time that
the department will carry out a
bird census in the city, which
will eventually provide the data
to create Delhi's first bird atlas.

Suneesh Buxy, Delhi’s chief
wildlife warden, said to gather

! data and conduct census across

important bird habitats.

Locations selected
for February census
Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary,

Najafgarh Jheel, entire stretch
of the Yamuna floodplains from

Palla till Okhla, Delhl Zoa,
Bhalswa Lake and Sanjay Lake

| Focus on both resident
| and migratory birds
Forest dept to be

assisted by

Delhi Development Authority’s
Blodiversity Parks Programme
and Delhl University students

Other states that have

Kerala was India's first state to get a bird atfas in 2020,

such record

of over 25,000 checklists to map out the state's birds, Goa has
nantlrmupwlﬂunm—mhuaﬂa_pma hased on

the Kerala model

the aity, the department will seek
assistance from Delhi Develop-
ment Authonty's (DDA's) Biodi-
versity Parks Programme and
Dethi University students. A date
to start the first such census is
still being finalised, Birders have
also been approached by the
department te cover different
wetlands and bird-rich areas of
the Capital, he added.

“The plan is to carry out a bird
census every three months,

which will be able to look at the
changes in bird density over dif-
ferent seasons. We will start the
first census of this year in Febru-
ary-end, which will represent the
winter season. The goal is to
track migratory birds too and
the different species that are
reaching the Capltal each year,
which will help create a detailed
bird atlas,” Buxy told HT, stating
this will be an annual publica-
tion released by the department.

"We looked ot states like Ker-
ala and Goa. which have their
own bird atlas,” he said.

So far, the department has
shortlisted over 10 locations at
the moment for the February
census, with more to be added.
depending on the number of vol-
unteers, it said. These include
Asola Bhattd Wildlife Sanctuary,
Najafgarh Jheel, entire stretch of
the Yamuna floodplains from
Palla till Okhla. Delhi Zoo, Bhal-
swa Lake and Sanjay Lake.

“By covering the floodplains.
we will also be able to cover loca-
tons such as Baansera, Asita,
Kalindi Aviral, Garhi Mandu and
Yamuna BRiodiversity Park,
which are all on the flondplains,”
Buxy added.

Though bird counts are held
in Delhi-NCR annually, these are
normally held by birders at an
informal level. with its data
uploaded on the website, eBird,

On February 4, birders had
taken partin the Big Bird Count
2024, held over 30 different loca-
tions spread out across Delhi
and National Capital Region
(NCR), finding 237 species.

Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist-in-
charge of DDA’s biodiversity
parks programme, who will be
assisting the department with

the first census this month, said
this was a welcome move and
will provide Delhi with its own
data of Delhi's rich bird diversity.
"A bird atlas will require long-
term planning. First. the number
of locations being covered will
have to be fixed. Then, we will
have to fix permanent points at
each spot, which will have to be
covered every time a census is
conducted.” said Khudsar.
Nikhil Devasar, a birder and
one of the organisers of the Big
Bird Count in NCR, said a bird
atlas would be extremely helpful
for Dethi. However, it will
require extensive data collection,
beyond the census planned ev
three months. “We have told the
forest department ideally, we
will need to collect data every
other week and bird data needs
to be collated for at least 1.5
years, before the first bird atlas
an come out. We have also sug-
gested them to make the eBird
portal as the baseline,” he sajd.
Delhi is supposed to have a
rich bird bindiversity, a Compre-
hensive assessment of which has
hepn presented in the book
“Birds of Delhi area”, by birder
Sudhir Vyas. He has listed 470
different species that have beeq
sighted in the Capital in the past.
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Flyover project on
W Delhi stretch de

Paras Singh
Nl'l!-@hllll.ll.l\'tlnlll‘h:‘l com

NEW DELHI: Commuters using
the west Delhi section of the
Ring Road between Punjabi
Ragh and Moti Nagar are likely
to continue to fce heavy conges-
tion and delays for at least
another three months as the
Public Works Department has
pushed the deadline for the con-
struction of an elevated corridor
between Raja Garden Myover
and Punjabi Bagh flyover May 31
this year.

Earlier, the project was to be
finished by January 31, 2024.

According to a progress
report of the project prepared by
the department, 85% of the civil
work has been completed but
there will be delays on account
of shifting utilities -- overhead
high-tension power lines and
Delhi Jal Board water lines.
However, the deparmment plans
to open the Moti Nagar section
of the corridor by early March,
senlor officers involved in the
project said.

A senior PWD official said
that the power discom is likely to
complete work on shifting the
overhead power lines by March.
e will also need forest depart-
ment’s permission for tree fell-
ing and a DJB water pipeline

g through the right of way
in Club Road flyover also needs
to be relocated. Due to these hur-
dles, the completion deadline
has been shilted to May 31,
2024." the official who asked not
1o be named said.

But the official said the Moti
Nagar flyover’s basic structur® is
ready and it can be opened for
the traffic once the black-top-
ping of carriageway is done. "It
needs 10 days of work to open
the road for traffic. We were

ing to brin construction
i from Fa%'id.ahad butthij

been temporarily delaye
Eﬂ: w ons in the wake of
farmers” rotest. We hope t©

open the Moti Nagar section by
early March.

= the official added.
west corridor devel-
opment and connectivity lan
for the influence zone o
R hagh e Gar
Flyover -
jda::wn! Jlaunched in September
2022 and the first deadline was
2 for December 8, 2023 Delhl
set O eninister Atishi ins ed

fiyover, it involves development of
a six-lane elevated corridor from
the ESI Hospital to the existing
Club Road half flyover, one of the
buslest road stretches in Delhi

What PWD officials say?
e The corridor will be completed
in two phases: Mot Nagar
six-lane flyover will be opened
by earty March !
# The Punjabi Bagh ftyover wil
. be completed by May 2024

How it will help
Will reduce the

carbon emission
by 160,000
tonnes annually

the site in October, highlighting
the delay in the construction
work of Mati Nagar and Punjabi
Bagh Myovers, She directed the
officials 1o complete the con-
struction work by January 2024,
potnting out that both Nyovers
were crueial for making the Ring
Road jam-free.

A government spokesperson
said: “Moti Nagar flyover will be
inaugurated by first week of
March, as work [s niearing con-
pletion. Punjabi Bagh flyover
will be completed by end of
March.”

Key link
misses deadline

The Iiunjabl Bagh flyover project was
supposed to be done by January 31

1.8 mn litres

Amount of fuel
savings annually

- iy PROJECT By
!352 Crores | STARTED IN: i
 ESTIMATED COST | September 2022 £k
What is the project? " Rohuak g
Flevated corridor between Raja Bagh
Garden flyover and Punjabi Bagh 4?, %

2

¥200 crores
Money to be saved
on fuel costs

The project invohves doubling
ol three-lane Nyovers at Mot
Nagar and Punjabl Bagh and
connecting them to develop a
six-lane corndor from the ESI
Hospital to the Club Road fly-
over. The 2352 J-crore-project is
being carried out under corridor
development and flyover con-
struction scheme of PWD. Then
PWD minister Manish Sisodla
laid the foundation stone of the
projectin September 2022

PW had earlier said that the
project lost momentum when
construction was banned under

e S S
716 202

“NEW DELHI
MONDAY
FEBRUARY 19, 2024

usy
ayed

the Graded Response Action
Plan (Grap). The construction
work on llyovers bridges and
ather such linear projects was
suspended in Dethi in November
due to high pollution levels by
the Commission on Air Quality
Management in Delhi NCR.

A second PWD official said
that besides utility relocation,
another primary reason for the
delay in Punjabi Bagh flyover
was installation of girders in the
presence of heavy traffic near”
the Bharat Darshan section.

Karan Harjani, who regularly
takes the stretch from Pitam-
pura to Punjabi Bagh, said that
the residents of Punjabi Bagh
have to endure traffic snarls
every day due to delayed flyover
construction. and potholes. “The
plight of entire west Delhi is the
same,” he said,

Nidhi Chaudhary, another
commuter wrote on X, "It's been
so long Punjabi Bagh fyovers
are under construction. and the
traffic on the Ring Road which is
the life line of the Delhi is
abserving traflic jams.. people
are suffering and there isn'tany
palice personnel to manage the
traffic.”

The corridor between the
Punjabi Bagh Flyover and Raja
Garden Flyover is a part of busi-
est sections of Ring Road, and it
experiences a heavy traffic load
because apart from the regular
city eraffic, it also takes traffic
from Haryana using the Rohtak
Road (NH-10). The key route alsg
connects north Delhi to south
Delhi, Gurugram, and other
parts of the NCR.

“An estimated 125,000 vehi-
cles pass through the two [ly-
overs every day and once the
project is complete it is estj-
mated to lead to annual saving of
1.8 million litres of fuel annually
and 27,000 man-hours due to
reduction in congestion. The fue]
saving will lead to reduction of
160,000 tonnes of carbon emis-
slons annually,” the second
P\;E official added.

¢ infrastructure plannin
arm of DDA —the Uniﬂgd Tmmg
and Transportation Infrastrye.
ture (planning and engineerin
ﬁl‘ﬂlrv Tr UTTIPEC had cle

e project in December

The expenditure linance Z;gzn?
mittee of the Delhi governmg. '
provided the financial appr nt
for the project on May 10, 2022
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LIPASIKASINGHAL
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AS ONE walks down deep into lhe
rocky, undulating terrain of Sanjay
Van in Mehrauli, a burst of colour
catches the eye. Sitver streamers fut -
terover head whle the walls painted

inbnightgreenandyellow standout,
nmidthl-st:lrksurrnundlngrﬂdsir A

‘the Aashig Allah dargah. -

According to Zafar Hasan's List Df
Muhammadan and Hindu Mornu-
ments, the dargah (shinejwas buily
in 1317 for Shaikh Shihabuddin
Ashiq Allah by Sultan Qutubuddin
Mubarak Shah Khilji. According to
sadia Dehha's The Sufi Courtyard, the
caint was a disciple of Shaikh
Badruddin Ghaznavy, who,in iurm,
was one of the leading disciples of
Qutubuddin Bakhtiar Kaki, whose
chrine situated nearby is referred o
as the Mehrauli dargah.

Narrating the legend of the Sufi
caint in her boak, Dehivi states that

. onee, during Urs festivities of his fa-
thef, Shaikh Shihabuddin was in-

v formedthat the fangar (community
rgast)muid not suffice for the large

THEIHDIANEXPRESS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19,2024

Ashig Allah dargah was built in 1317, Rameen Ky City Tales

number of devotees that had gath-
ered. “Shaykh Shihabuddin ordered
that the lic of the food cauldion be
covered, and to begin feeding peo-
plein the name of Allah. The atten-
dant chd as he was told and the foaed
sulficed for everyone,” Dehhvivwrites.
This legend eamed the Sufi samt the
moniker of “Ashig Allah®, or one
who loves Allah deeply.
Accordinglo the National Mission
onMonuments and Antlquities data-
base, the dargah is famous for organ-

ising langors for pllgrims even today.

“Locally. the dargahis also called
‘nozariya peer’, believed 1o have the
power 1o remove the ‘evil eye’, and
is quite popular with both focals and
pilgrims cormng from afar” says
Rameen Khan, who organises her-
itage walks around Delhi.

The dargah also houses 2 famous
Sufi landmark where Baba Fand Gan)-
Shakkar, one of the foundlers of the

Chisti Sufi order, performed his

Chillah-e-| Makoos —a dullenglng

ToosSLSNEEes Sesew Fa——— T

Nestled in San]a an tale of 2 centurles-old’ shrines

9

PIN CODE
110001

spintual practice in which a person
hangs psice dowm Lising a rope, often

1o well, as per histotian Ranasaf, -,
/ WhiletheAshig Allah dargah shill
wvives, despite demelition fears in-

Tigghet of thee rawng of Akheonedp Masjicl
11 the neghbour heod, another dar-
palia lew teties away wis notas for-
tunate. This was the Haji Roebih dar-
gah = a bare structure with just a
rough penmeter of stones around hwo
srraves, In Januany, it was demalished
Uy the Delhi Deselopment Authoriry
(DDA] for allegedly encroaching an
the Souther Riclpe area.

In his book, Hasan mentlons that
Baba Haji Rozbih was revered as one
of the oldest saints to have wvisited
Delhi, [tis said the Sufi saint ook
abode in acave just below the walls of
yla Rai Pithora in the 12th Century.
"Marmy embraced Lslam by his advice,
and astrologers_ told the Rajathat the
coming of Baba Haji forboded the ad-

. Swhhw, According to both mstorians,
Jocal legend states that the princess
Tad converted to Islam under the

vent ol (he Muhammadan rule nto
Delhi,” Hasan wriles.,

The second grave an the prem-
ises was believed 1o have beenof a
waoman; both Hasan®s boak and
Safvi's Where Stones Speak
Histoncal Treds i Mehrgudi, The Fise
City af Delhi, state the grave belonged
1o Prithviry Chauhan's daughter Bela

tutelage of Hap Rozbih However,in
another part of the aty, locals claim
the pnincess died by Sat after her
husband was killed i battle,

With the twin-grave structure
now reduced 1o rubble, all eyes are
now on the Aashig Allah dargah. In
February, a MLwas filed inthe Delhi
High Court seeking arders to the
DDA to desist demolishing the Ashi
Allah dargah and the Baba Farid
chillagah, and ather monuments in
Mehrauli and Samyay Van, The HC
pointed out that the forest was con-
sidered the “lungs of the aty” and all
statutory atthenties have to put in
efforts to ensure *na illegal or unau-
thorised construction is carried out
on this publicland™.
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| Bijwasan rail terminal site
isnot aforest, rules NGT

htrepoiterv r||n|1un.m'rlr1w; .eum

NEW DELHE: The Natlonal Green
Tribunal (NGTY), has obscrved
that the land on which the Rall
Land Development Authority
{RLDA) Is building the Bijwasan
Rall Terminal station in
Dwarka's sector 21, Is nelther a
protected forest nor a deemed
forest, dismissing a plea alleg-
Ing trees had been Ilz-lled ona
‘protected forest’ by the body.

Allowing the project Lo pro-
ceed, the tribunal In an order on
February 13, however, asked the
project propanent to ensure any
further felling of trees s done
only after seeking permission
from Delhl's forest and wildlife
department.

RLDA was incd 15.93 crores
by Delhl's state forest depart-
ment In 2022, after It had found
around 990 trees to be lelled at
the site of the station, without
any prior permission. A serles
ol Inspections were conducted
on the site by the forest depart-
ment, following allegations
from local residents that RLDA
was carrying out large scale fell-
ing of trees for the project.

According to officlals aware
of the matter, the project will
sce an airport-style makeover of
Bijwasan station by 2024. It
includes a new terminal build-
Ing spread over an area of
30,400 square metres (sgm). an
alr concourse acToss 12500sqm
anda circulating road network
of 123,500sqm. The new Bl)-

rallway station will have
elght platforms. Currently. il
has Just two platferms.

Permissions have 10 be

ught under the Delhl Preser-
vation of Trees Act, 1994, for any
construction work in Delhl. If
the area Is found to be a pro
tected forest, or a deemed for-
est, then further permissions
are required under the Forest
Conservatlon Act, 2023, too.

Station on track

THE PROJECT RLDATS giving an alrport-stylé makeo
'.ﬂfhﬂuuhﬂfaﬁlmmnﬂmmzm ool

THECASESQ FAR

# In 2022, RLDA wad fIned 15,91 crore fof felling
990 trees ot the it without permission.

® RLDA said 1t did ot seek perm
land wits ha!nn when It began
® A plea asked NGT to hait the

deemed forest nor a protected forest)
project can proceed. However, RLDA

ML

L]
i1 were felled on forest land.
® Bt NGT rilled that the land is mhln:&w

permission before felling any mork tr

NGT was hearing a plea liled
by a Delhl resident AM Asif,
who called for the tribunal w
halt the project and said over
1,000 trees had been felled in
the farest land. which was a vio-
lation of the Forest Conserva-
tlon Act. In a submission made
last week, the forest department
had told NGT the arca was not a
protected forest, butitmaybea
deemed forest, based on the
density of trees.

A deemed forest is not a noti-
fied or a reserve forest and dif-
ferent states have different defi-
nltions. In Delhi, any arca over
2.5 acres with over 100 trees per
acre Is called a deemed forest
Similarly, lkm stretches of
roads and drains with the same
density are also deemed forests.
The concept came Into exls-
tence following a Supreme
Court order In the TN Godavar-
man case In 1996,

“Counscl for the respondent
(RLDA) has polnted out thot
DDA had handed over the pes-
sesslon of about 110.07 heetares
of land 1o the Rallways, He has
also pointed put the plen of the
applicant..that there are 1,100
trees at the subject land. Hence,
he submits that on calculating
the number of alleged trees
gtanding on per acre of
land...this land does not fall

under the category of deemed
forest,” sald NGT In its order,
dated February 13, stating the
recently amended Forest Con-
servatlon Act 2023 alse did not
cover deemed forests anymore.

A bench headed by NGT
chalrperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava said the counsel for
RLDA had also made a categori-
cal statement before the tribu-
nal that all rules will be fol-
lowed at the time of implemen-
tation of the project.

“Hence, we are of the view
that adequate precautions have
already been taken to prevent
illegal felling of trees. Even oth-
erwise, we make it clear that
respondents during the Imple-
mentation of the project, will
not cut any tree unauthorizedly
or Illegally and will follow all
the enviranmental norms
including compensatory planta-
tion. That they will carry out the
activity on the subject land only
with due approval and compli-
ance of the conditions Imposed
by the environmental authori-
ties,” sald the NGT.

Last year, RLDA had said that
it did not seek any permission
as the land was barren when the
project was awarded nine years
ago. RLDA did not respond to
requests for comment on Sun-

day.

FEBRUARY 19, 2024
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5 Saurabh Bh: ‘adwaj

inaugurates 36th Garden
Tourism Festival in Delhi

OUR CORRESPONDENT

':N'E\‘V DELHI: Delhi Tour-
Ism Minister Saurabh Bharad-
waj on Sunday inaugurated
the 36th edition of the Garden
‘Tounism Festival at the Garden
of Five Senses.

“The festival has attracted a
diverse crowd, including peo-
ple from ordinary and affluent
families, housewives, and indi-
viduals from all walks of life,
who are inspired by the exqui-
site gardening on display to
replicate it at their own homes”
Bharadwaj said

‘The festival offers attendees
a tranquil escape into nature’s
embrace.

The theme of this year's
festival, “The Earth Laughs
in Flowers,” encapsulated the
essence of springs arrival,
showcasing the captivating
transformation of the ecarth

Saurabh Bharadwoj

into a floral wonderland.

The event displayed a daz-
zling array of plants, including
cacti, dahlias, lilies, roses, chry-
santhemums, and an assort-
ment of potted plants,

Key participants in the fes-
tival included the Horticulture
Department, Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA),
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), Northern Rail-
way, and Delhi Jal Board,

among others.
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