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DDA: Vacate stay 
On action against 
mosque on Ridge 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

New Delhi: 'Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) on 
Wednesday moved the high 
court seeking to vacate a stay 
on taking any coercive action 
against the 100-Year-old Shahi 
Masjid, a graveyard and a 
school in Dhaula Kuan. 

The DDA said this area 
. was part of the Cen1ral Ridge, 

a protected forest where resi-
• dential and commercial acti-

vities are prohibited. It infor-
med the court that Delhi 
govt's religious committee 

' had approved the removal of 
encroachments there. 

. Delhi High Court had ear-

. lier ordered status quo at 
• the site of the mosque, grave-

yard and the school while hea-
ring a petition apprehending 
their demolition. 

Justice Sachin Datta issu-
ed a notice to the petitioner-
the managing committee of 
the Shahi Masjid and Qabris-
tan Kangal Shah situated ne-
ar the Kitchener Lake, Bagh 
Mochi, inDhaula Kuan-and 
asked it to file a reply within 
10 days on DD8s application 
seeking vacation of the stay 
granted on Nov 2 last year. 

During the hearing, the 
court also sought to know 
from DDA if the encroach-
ment included the masjid and 
on what basis the authorities 
were planning to act. "On 
wbat basis do you want to take 
the action? You make a clear 
and e9g~nt case. Give me the 

l exact dtmen&ioJtB. What is 
1 that you want to remove and 
~!iy?'' th~ i~d_¢!!!~ ~~,A 

I 

and asked its lawyer to ans-
wer when the matter is heard 
again on Feb 29. . 

The court pointed out that 
"if the masjid·is in existence 
for so long, under what law 
you want to remove it." Howe-
ver, on the point of encroach-
ment, the court made it clear 
that the sanctity of the ridge 
has to be maintained and no 
one can be allowed to encro-
ach upon a forest area. 

.• 
jUDGESAYS • · 

') 

On what basis do you , 
want to take the 
action? You make a , = =-=d case. .~. 
dimensions. What Is ~-
that you want to , ~l 
remove and why? J:s· .. . 

The court also raised a le-
gal issue. Can the religious , 
committee remove a structu-
re which is vintage and has 
been in existence for the last 
50-60 years. The petitioner's. 
counsel submitted there was 
no encroachment in the area 
where the mosque is situated. 

"The petitioner has failed 
to point out that as per the re-
venue records and tl}e earlier 
rounds of litigation, it is an 
encroacher on the govern-
ment land on the CentralRiq. 1 
ge, which is an ecologi~lly 
sensitive area. Continuqus 1 
demolition drive& lµ'e beil}g 
conducted in the area," ODA· 
argued in its plea. 

• TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

New Delhi: In a decisive push 
to make the much delayed Ur-
ban Extension Road-II (UER-m a reality, lieutenant gover-
nor 'vK Saxena· has approved 
the.acquisition of over,2 big-
has of land in southwest Del-
hi's Bharthal village. ,. 

Thelandparcel,saidoffici-
als, is critical to the comple-
tion of the project. Its acquisi-
tion delay had set back the 
project by seven years. • 

. UER-II,designedtoconnect 
.. nerth Delhi with the Delhi-Jai-
;. pur highway, was planned to 
: decongestDhaulaKuanandse-

veral intersections of both ou-
. ter and inner ringro~ds. Offici-
; als said the Delhi Development. 
. Authority (DDA) had reques~ • 
ted permission to acquire2 big-·· 
ha ang 4.5 biswa of land~in, 
BharthalinApril2016. . . \ 

'. • However, the acquisition . 
process could not be completed 

I due to, s,everal ongoing litiga-l tfons. This delayed-the road 
I pl'9ject, which was proposed ·in 
'I the Delhi Master Plan 2021 as 
thethirdringroadforDelhi. , 
t • ~-Th~ road \YS.S proposed by 
!DPA between NHl and' NH2, 
1 copnecting areas such as Na-
'! rela, Bawana and Rohini in : 
North Delhi, Dwarka sub city, • 
IGI aifport and Gurgaon. 

1 Once operational, the roaci 
will also provide an alternate 
toute for commuters and fre-
,ight·traffic between southern 
, nd eastern parts of Haryana 

includh:ig the districts of 
,A.mbala, Panipat, Karnal, 
JtoMak, Bahfldqrgarh) \q pel, 
.hi and Gurgaon andrfWther 
URtP.~aJasthfill. _ J ,: . 

t<ft<ilDII ~Ni-Mi.f 
\JIR1f~-

tll<ff~('Ffit~, 
qr;fiqa, 
tfc:i il&l~Jh; ,fi~) 
~31R~$W 
qct~~~at'Pl 
~IJii:41.:f ~ll,fi~ ~, 
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-MAINTAIN AT 
, ;\.EAST 500 DEER 

AT DEER PARK, 
HC TELts_ ODA 
HT Correspondent 
lettersOhlndustantlmes.com , 
NEW DEi.tl: The DeJhl high court 
on Wednesday,asked the Delhi 
Development Authority (l>DA) 
to maintain at least 50 deer at 1 Deer Park in Hauz Khas, adding 
that the cMc authority should 
not deprive Delhi r~sidents of 
the animals. Tht remaining 
deer, the court said, can be trans-
located to green areas in the 
national-capital. • 

The court was considering a 
plea filed by the New Delhi 
Nature Society, seeking direc-
tions for DDA to ensure strict 
compliance to guidelines laid 
downbytheCentralZooAuthor- 1i 
ity (CZA) and International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nan.ire (lUCN) while translocat-
ing deer from DeerPark. 

'ibere are so many city for-
ests, they are supposed to be • 
having many green activities. 
You can infuse them there. 
Where do children residing in 
the city get to see deer? ... You 
reduce the number (in the deer 
park) but don't deprive the Del-

, bites of the deer. Have at least 50 
or so. There are so many city for-
ests. You have the ridge here. 
ODA bas.maintained so much of 

i green cover. You check up," a 
• bench led by acting chief justice 

-Manmoban said to the DDAs 
lawyer. The bench. also compris-
ing justice Manmeet Pritam 
Singh Arora. also directed the 
civic authority to present a cate-
gory wise chart depicting the 
total deer currently present in • 
tbepark. 

On June 8, 2023, the Cl.A tech-
nical committee approved the 
translocation of the approxi-
mately600 deer from Deer Park 
to its :natural babitat in Rajast-
ban and Asola Bhatti Wildlife 

• Sanauary in the ratio of 70:30, 
• subject to the authorities com-
, plying with statutory provisions 
and WCN guidelines. 

:THE BENCH ALSO 
'DIRECTED ODA 
TO PRESENT A 

• CATEGORY WISE 

I 
} CHART DEPICTING 
' TOTAL NUMBER 
-OF DEER PRESENT 
INTIIEPMJ( 

-EvLG~gifeS~ nod?tO'it~4Utte]3bd 
to col1lplete UER-11 project 

I 

,,Jhird Ring Road,!· 
takes shape • ., 

, •l 

L ~t: f._, \ 

53.821ml 
~th of the 

''project in Delhi 

" f6A21 lTOre ~:a 
Cost of the Delhi I \ • \ 

, portion of tlie road . 

HT Correspondent 
• Industrial Area, Rohla{, 

Mundka. BakkarwaJa, Najafprb, 
letters@hlndustantlmes.com meets the Dwarka £,cpressway 
NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor near nee and IGI airport tunnel 
VK Saxena has approved the end and NH48 Shiv Murti on tile 
pending land acquisition for the eastern end of the IGI. 
Urban Extension Road II in Bar- The Delhi portion is being 
thal village in southwest Delhi, constructed at an estimated cost 
clearing the last hurdle for what of f6,421 crore. On February 7, 
is being developed as the third DDA in its budget said that the 
Ring Road, the LG secretariat authority plans to complete the 
said on Wednesday. construction of UER Il in the 

'l•,11--: 
,-'PJpM~: 2016 

l DEL_t11 ·1 .Ring_' 
Road 1 ' 

The LG secretariat said that next financial year and theallo-
the acquisition of this land was cation has increased from ~20 
pending since 2016. UER II is crore to fl,590 crore. The' 
being planned to decongest project, which is a part of three 
Delhi by creating a bypass UERs proposed in the Master 
between north and southwest Plan of Delhi 2021, was to be 
Delhi to ensure seamless con- completed in 2020 but has faced 
nectMtyfrom areas like Narela, multiple delays. 
Bawana and Rohini to Dwarka, The official from the LG~ . : . 

Delhi 1 
IGI Airport, and Gurugram. tariat said the UER II was pro-

t' Can~· !I 
{_r ,' ' OwarJia • j 

An official from the LG secre- posed by DDA from NH I to NH 2 
tariat said that Saxena has connecting areas like Narela, 
approved the acquisition of over Bawana and Robini in North 
1:2 acres of land at Bharthal Delhi to the Dwarkasub-cit:y. it 
which was critical for the com- • will also connect all major 
pletion of the project. -nie Delhi National Highways in the west-
Development Authority in April em side of Delhi.including NH l 
2016requestedforacquisitionof NH 10, NH 8 and NH 2. Once 
2 bighas 4.5,biswas of land in operationaJ..UERilwillalsopnt,-
this village but several litigations vide an alternate route to the-
were pending," an official said commuters and freight traffic 

' 11 .-t •• . t' . , '. , 1 ' , IGI Airport / 
;:,r I J_.. 1~ • , ' ( ~,, / 

'\l"- • r.•· ,, __ . -NH-48.;,? §'. 
'( ' :. ·-1,~ . ·-- . 7- .(~.,,-, f.,' ~'tj 

,. I ~;\•\ 

11.) ; •• ~-. -~ • • r·" 
1 S~: Severa~patches are still pending. The DOA budget 

J .. P_roject d~tall:. Sta115 from NH-~ ~ear Narela, crps;s ~H._-9 ! //;:; 
t'<ttv,Eugh RWJini and Dw~rka, to,uches NH-48 near Rajokri ~· ·, ~ 1 

, :lfocu~t•savs the projecfwill likely bHompleted in"'~ ."' 1-r 
-"12024--25, andtflefun<hllocatlon has been increas·edto •• ·1 :'ft~ ;.f'i'it,\ 

-_,:l, Y ~:"' 1· , .. l d".. I,., ·•' 

UEij. II; begins in the north between ~and eastern 
from NH44 between BankDliand parts of liaryana. to I>elht.Gur-
Alipur, and then via Ba~ gaonandRaja.c;than;headded. 

])DA gets.notice Ori plea 
, oVer action atmosque 

Shrutl Kak,kar 
letters@'hlndustantlnie1,com' , . 1 , 

NEW DElHI: The Deihl high court 
I on Wednesday issued notice to 

the mapagingr committee of 
S)lahi MasJid and Qabristan 
l(angal,Shah on a plea moved by 
dJe Delhi Development Author-
ity (D,DA) seeking wcation of the 
order restraining the civic 
autJwrity from taldpg any coer~ 
clve 4ction against the 100-year-
oJ4 masJld, the graveyara and a 
m•drasa located In Dhaula 
J(uen, •t 
I 'ii, IJ>~nch of Justice Sachin 
Datta l()ught post~ the matter 
for l1.obru-ry 29. 
• a21#clvl<:autl)orttyhassought 

va~flon of the high court's 
,Nqve,nber 2, 2023, stay on the 

grounds that the land vests with 
it. The high court's November 
order was passed after a petition 
by the managing committee Qf 
the masjid and graveyard seet• 
Ing to quash an order by the 
Delhi government's religious 
committee approving ~e 
removal of the encroachments. 
The plea als() sought tQ restrui 
DOA from interfering wttll tbe 
management and posses&on of 
the structures. 1 

1 During the bt~rt111 
Wednesday, the DOA la~ 
•ubmltted tl\at the reUatQ\11 
committee in October had Ul'aed 
the cQurt to permit the ctvtc I 
authority to remove tll~ lfl"°' r, 
yard ~d1tll~mA<lrw claJJnlng 1 
thatthey~~Ul)Qll 
the Central Ridge. , • , ' - } ,, 

----IM:4 •• , ··-
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• No action against '100-year-old' mosque and 
graveyard: DDA ftles plea to vacate HC order 
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14 

MONlHSAFTERthe Delhi High 
Court said no coercive action 
should be taken against a 
mosque and graveyard.claimed 
to be a century old, .in Dhaula 
Kuan, the Delhi Development 
Authority (ODA) filed a plea 
seeking vacation of this order. 

On Wednesday, a single-
judge bench of justice Sachin 
Datta issued notice on the DD\'s 
application and asked the peti-

tioner, the Managing Committee 
of the Shahi Masjid and 
Qabristan Kangal Shah, to file its 
response in 10 days. The matter 
is next listed on February 29. 

The DDA's application was 
filed on the managing commit-
tee's plea. The latter had moved 
the high court last year daim-
ing that the structure had ex-
isted for over a centwy and was 
in historical use to offer prayers, 
carry out burials, and other re-
ligious rites. The petitioner ap-
prehended action proposed 
against it pursuant to a meet-

ing of the Religious Committee 
held on October 20, 2023. 

In an interim order on 
November 2, 2023, a coordi-
nate bench of the HC had said: 
"In the meanwhile, having re-
gard to the above documents, 
and to the fact that the struc-
tures are admittedly over one 
hundred years old, the respon-
dents are directed not to take 
any coercive action against the 
subject property until the next 
date of hearing." 

Today, the 00\initsapplica-
tionsaid the petitioner made "in-

correct submissions" before the } 
HCduringthe Navember2 hear-
ing. '1lle petitioner has failed to 
point out that as per revenue 
records and earlier rounds of lit-
igation, it is an encroacher on 
government land in Central 
Ridge, an ecologically sensitive 
area. Continuous demolition 
chives are being conducted in the 
area," the plea states. The DDA. 
in its plea, further said the site in 
question is part of the Central 
Ridge. "which isa protected for-
est", and residential and com-
mercial activities are prolllbited. ·, 

• 
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Dellii L-G Saxena. appffives acquisition of NQft t(). ac;quire · . · d . land·for Urban land for Urban Extension Roa II proJect Extensioll 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lt Gov-
ernor VK Saxena has approved 
the acquisition ofland in south-
west Delhi that was crucial for 
completion of the long-pend-
ing Urban Extension Road 'II 

1 (UER-II) project, Raj Niwas 
officials ~d on Wednesday. 

The UER-11 has been 
planned to decongest Delhi 

.. ~Y creating a bypass between 
north and southwest Delhi. 

The UER-11 was 
proposed by the 
·DOA from NH-1 to 
NH-2 connecting 
areas like Narela, 
Bawana and Rohini 
in north Delhi to 
Dwarka Sub City, 
IGIAand Ggm 

Saxena has approved the 
acquisition of over two big-
has of land at Bharthal village 
that was critical for comple-
tion of the project, an official 
said, adding the non-acqui-
sition of this land parcel 
alone has delayed the proj-

ect by seven years. In April 
2016, the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority had requested 
for acquisition of the land 
at Bharthal village in southwest 
Delhi. 

pending several litigations 
and thus delaying the UER-
11, which is proposed in the 
Delhi Master Plan as the third 
Ring Road for Delhi aimed at 
decongesting Dhaula Kuan and 
other sections of both outer 
and' inner Ring Roads, the Raj 

However, the acquisition 
process could not be completed 

,HE. HINDU 
• • •· h 1' ~- f r 

I oelbi HC iSSU~sj10tic.e . 
On 100-yr-old mOsqi.Ie: 
Press Trust •of India 
NEW-DEUU 

-{ 
f ~11e • Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday ismed a notice 
on-a pl~ filed by the Delhi 
Development • Authority 
(DDA), wbich:SOugbt vaca-

. tiop of an ,earlier rourt o~-
del' that forbade any action 
'against,a 100-year-old com-
~plex com.prising a.mosque, 
• gJ2Yeyard .and ,sc,bOQI in 

l)bau)a.Kuan., , 
JU$tis:e Sadlin Datta,js-

. ,, ... 
sued a notice on the.DDA's i • 

·application, and asked the 
petitioner - the managing. 1 

c:ommittee of ,the ' Sliabi 1 

Masjid and.Qabristan·Kan-, 
gal Shab - to' file ta: res- 1 

ponsewithiri,10days. !: 1r :t : 

The ODA in its,plea,said)l
1 

the area comes·~under thee 
Central • .. Ridge , ,forest, • i 
where residential an~ com~r;j 
merdal activities are ptohb ., 
bited. In Nov~ber,• .ite~ 
court .had told •ODA not to • 
take any !fcoetdv~ action",·.· 

u .J It. j,_ ' . ...!J......'._ -i...u. 

Niwas official explained. 
The UER-11 was proposed 

by the ODA from NH-1 to 
NH-2 connecting areas like 
Narela, Bawana and Rohini 
in north Delhi to Dwarka Sub 
City, IGI Airport and Guru-
gram. It also aims at connecting 
all the major national highways 
in the westen:i side of Delhi 
includingNH-1,NH-10, NH-8 
andNH-2. 

Once operational. the UER-
11 will also provide1ari alterna-
tive route to the commuters 
and freight traffic between 
southern and eastern parts of 
Haryana (including districts 
of Ambala, Panipat, Kamal, 
Rohtak, and Bahadurgarh}, to 
Delhi and Gurugram, and fur-
ther up to Rajasthan. . 

Road-II PY L~G 
The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI j 
Lleutenant-Governot Vmai 
Kumar -Saxena has ap- l 

proved the acquisitjon of 
over two bfghas of land in 
south-west Delhi's Bhar-

, thal village for completion 
of the· Urban Extension 
Road-II (UER-m, a Raj Ni-
was official said on , 
Wednesgay. 

The UER-Il,. a Iong-pend-
ing .project· proposed tiy 
the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) in its Mas-
·ter Plan for Delru-204t, 
aim_s to serve as the citys 
third _Ring Road. 

~e _road will help de-
congest Dhaula Kuan and 
other sections ofboth Out-
er and Inner Ring Roads as 
we}! as create a bypass bet-
ween north and south-west 
Delhi, the official adde4 

In April 2016, the DOA 
had made a request t.o ac-

- quire th~ land from the 
Delhi government: 

However, the process 
·was delayeq ~e to several 
pending Jitia-:.no • . , '"'f!><& - .OS. 
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