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DURING G20 MEET

Sanjeev K Jha

sanjeev, jha@mindustantimes com

| NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police has

identified 80 spots on roads
across the Capital for infrastruc-
tural development in order to
regulate traffic in the city, offi-
cers aware of the development
said on Wednesday. The plan is
part of a wider beautification
project being undertaken across

|| Delhi, which will host G20-re-

lated meetings starting later this
month till the summit meeting
in September.

SS Yadav, special commis-
sioner of palice (traffic), said the
main objective of the traffic
police during the summit will be
to reduce bottlenecks on the
roads with the help of artificial

| intelligence tools. “We have so

far identified 80 spots on various
roads, where nine types of
repairing and maintenance work
are needed ahead of the G20
summit,” he said.

The police will also launch a
parking alert mechanism and
rectify road markings and sig-
nages at 290 junctions ahead of
the summit. “The parking alert
system will inform commuters
about parking availability in the
areas concerned, to reduce the
undue traffic load. More pelican
signals will also be installed at
crossings for safer movement of
both pedestrians and vehicular
traffic,” Yadav said.

A senior Delhi Police officer,
on condition of anonymity, said

| several issues plaguing these 290
| junctions, such as road mark-

ings, signages and diversions,
were discussed in a February
meeting with different agencies,

. including the DDA, MCD and

CPWD. "Taking note of these
traffic issues, the lieutenant gov-
ernor has categorically asked all
the agencies to rectify the issues
before July 1," said the officer.
During the summit, parking
space for 1,200 vehicles will be
arranged around the venues for
officials and media persons
attending the events, the officer

| said, adding that this figure will

be over and above the parking

slots for the foreign dignitaries.
“To reduce vehicular move-
ment during the summit, we
have sought help from police in
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh,

| from where thousands of vehi-
cles come to Delhi every day. If
needed, we may also seal the
borders linking Delhi with other
states,” the officer said.



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

THEINDIANEXPRESS, THURSDAY, MARCH 2,2023 e DATED

For trees cut in Delhi, Railways wants to carry out
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compensatory afforestation in Uttar Pradesh

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI,MARCH 1

FORTREES that are cut in Delhi,
can compensatory afforestation
be done in Uttar Pradesh? This
was a suggestion by the
Northern Railway, which re-
cently applied for forest clear-
ance for a railway terminal in
the national capital and pro-
posed to carry out compensa-
tory afforestation in UP. The ap-
plication has not yet been
approved. A senior official of the
forest department said it has
been returned to the Northern
Railway with some shortcom-
ings.
The forest clearance applica-
tion submitted in February is for
the new Bijwasan terminal of
the Northern Railway.
According to docurmnents sub-
mitted for clearance, a separate
passenger and goods handling
facility is pmposed at Bijwasan
to cope with “future traffic
needs and decongest existing
ones” for which the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
has “earmarked approximately
110 hectares of land at

Last year, the DDA had requested the MoEFCC to allow
compensatory afforestation in neighbouring states of
Delhi, citing scarcity of land in the capital. Archive

Bijwasan”,

The new terminal will be
close to the IGI Airport.

Around 6.768 hectares of
forest land in Southwest Delhiis
proposed for diversion for the
terminal.

In lieu of the forest land di-
verted, the railways has pro-
posed to carry out compensa-
tory afforestation on multiple

patchesofland in Uttar Pradesh.
The compensatory afforestation
land maps that have been sub-
mitted are for patches in
Muzaffarnagar and Baghpat. A
senior official of the forest de-
partment said compensatory af-
forestation land identified in
Uttar Pradesh is around seven
patcheson around 6.84 hectares
ofland.
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Anofficial of the railways said
compensatory afforestation land
was identified in Uttar Pradesh
since they could not find land for
it in Delhi. “The DDA does not
have land to give (for compensa-
tory afforestation). So, we have
applied and asked them to con-
sider land in Uttar Pradesh. It has
not been considered yetanditis
not final. We were not getting in
Delhi, so we had to try for the
project... The proposal has now
been sent back with some ques-
tions,” the official said.

Last year, the DDA had re-
quested the Ministry of
Environment, Forestand Climate
Change (MoEFCC)toallow com-
pensatory afforestation over de-
graded forest land in neighbour-
ing states of Delhi for projects of
the Central government/PSUs in
Delhi, citing scarcity of land in
the capital.

The Forest Advisory
Committee that examined this
matter last year decided to con-
sider the proposal on a “case to
case basis”. The minutes of the
committee’s meeting last year
said: “The Committee recom-
mended that in cases where
raising of CA (compensatory af-

forestation )is not possible in the
same State/UT where diversion
of forest land is proposed due to
scarcity of land and on account
of any other valid reasons, the
Ministry, in such cases, on case
to case basis, may allow raising
of CAinother States/UTs, in pub-
licinterest.”

In Septernber last year, the
DDA had written to the
Northern Railway on non-avail-
ability of land forcompensatory
afforestation with regard to a
proposal for a third and fourth
line between Tilak Bridge and
Anand Vihar.

In a letter dated September
5,2022, the DDA wrote to the
Northern Railway: “We regret to
inform you that your request to
facilitate 24.887 Hectare DDA
land cannot be processed, as no
land is available for
Compensatory Afforestation
with DDA.”

According to the MoEFCC's
Parivesh portal for submission
of environmentand forest clear-
ances, this proposal of the raijl-
ways, for forest clearance for the
lines between Tilak Bridge and
Anand Vihar, also remains

pending.
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LPP: landowners
in city’s Sector 8-B
form consortium

NEW DELHI

Landowners in north-west
Delhi’s Sector 8-B have formed
a consortium six months after
provisional notices were issued
to them under the DDA's Land

Pooling Policy. » Page 2

DELHI

DATED

» Landowners in city’s

Sector 8-B first to form a

consortium under LPP

‘ Consortium can collaborate with a developer entity or plan the development on its own, says a
senior official; 40% of the pooled land to be surrendered to DDA for public infrastructure works

Muneef Khan
NEW DELHI

he landowmers of
T Sector 8-B in north-
west Delhi have

formed a consortium six
months after they were is-
sued provisional notices
for the same under the Del-
hi Development Authori-
ty’s Land Pooling Policy.

Sector 8-B is part of
Zone P-1I, which includes
the villages of Jindpur,
Ibrahimpur and Tigipur.

A senior DDA official
said that the formation of a
consortium in a sector
makes it eligible for deve-
lopment works.

In order to form a con-
sortium, at least 70% of
landowners have to agree
to pool in their land and
70% of the land needs to be
contiguous.

According to the LPP,
40% of the pooled land will
be surrendered to the DDA
for public infrastructure
works.

“The consortium can
collaborate with a develop-
er entity or plan the deve-
lopment on its own. First,
however, it has to draft and
provide us (DDA) with a
layout plan, which we will
check and approve,” the
senior official added.

As per the policy, the
DDA will issue a provision-

Timeline of DDA's land pooling scheme

2013: Land Pooling Policy notified

G' 8: Policy tweaked, notified
again

2019: Applica-l-:i-on_s_iait-ed for LPP

2022: Union Minister Hardeep
Puri announces amendments
to the policy and simultaneous

issuance of conditional notices to

remove roadblocks

2023: Landowners in Sector 8-B

form a consortium

al development licence
upon issuing the approval.

The urban body plays
the role of facilitator in the
LPP.

Policy roadblock

Since the LPP was first not-
ified 10 years ago, no deve-
lopment works have begun
in areas marked under the
policy due to the road-
block in meeting the se-
cond eligibility criteria -
70% contiguity.

The LPP has identified
104 villages for land pool-
ing, which are spread over
9,074 hectares of land. The
policy’s aim is to provide 17
lakh dwelling units for
roughly 80 lakh people.

These villages have
been divided into six zones
and sub-divided into 129
sectors.

The DDA had issued
conditional notices to lan-

downers, who had ex-
pressed interest in the pol-
icy, on the condition that
they ensure contiguity in
land within 90 days. This
deadline was extended sev-
eral times by the urban
body.

Announced last year
The issuing of conditional
notices to form consorti-
ums of landowners was
one of the two measures
announced by the Union
Minister for Housing and
Urban Affairs, Hardeep
Singh Puri, in March 2022,
to expedite the execution
of the land pooling policy.
The other was to make
amendments to the Delhi
Development Act, 1957.
One of the proposed
amendments is to make
land pooling mandatory
for the remaining lan-
downers if 70% of owners

have already agreed.

The other amendment
grants power to the Centre
to declare land pooling
mandatory, even if the mi-
nimum criteria of 70% par-
ticipation and 70% conti-
guity are not achieved.

The legislative process
for the amendments is un-
der way.

Sector 8-B is among the
seven sectors where the

notices were issued, said |
the senior official adding |
that negotiations are ongo- |

ing in the

remaining
sectors.
DDA publishes two lists

The urban body on Mon- |

day published two lists of
landowners in  areas
marked under the policy.
The first listed the
names of landowners who

have consented to form |

consortiums,

The other list is of lan-
downers who are yet to
give consent. Those on the
second list have been given
45 days to consent.

“The landowners who
express the wish to form
consortiums after 45 days

will receive only 55% of the |

land, instead of 60%,” said
the senior DDA official.

Land pooling also found |

a mention in the recently
released Master Plan for
Delhi-2041.
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