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Clean Yamuna: Najafgarh drain's 

revival part of master plan focus 
ile photo open spaces for incorporating 

the spillover of commuters." 

The LG was also keen on 

Vibha.Sharma @timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: The salient po-
ints emphasised upon by lieu-
tenant governor VK Saxena 
while finalising the draft 
Master Plan of Delhi 2041 in-
cluded the restoration, reju 
venation and cleaning of the 

Yamuna, housing and rehabi 
litation of weaker sections, 
improving intra-state trans 
port and relaxing eligibility 
for genuine female beneficia 
ries for in-situ slum rehabili 

tation schemes. 
While the rejuvenation of 

river Yamuna is a priority, re 
ViVing the Najatgarh drain, 
once called Sahibi river, is al-
so important not only becau 
se it accounts for around 70% 

of the wastewater flowing in-
to the Yamuna, but it also has 
potential as a new mode of in-

land water transport. 
A Delhi Development Aut 

hority official said on Wednes-
day "The LG had stressed that 
the water body should be deve 
loped in a way to facilitate me-

dical tourism, meet entertain-

ment and film industry needs 
and support the economy" 
The 57-km-long àrain enters by a budget allocation for the DDA officials. The master as a decree of divorce. death 
the city near Dhansa in south- project, work has started on 

west Delhi and runs through 
parts of west, central and 

north Delhi beforemeetingthe 
Yamuna near Wazirabad. Ac-

cording to officials, two-thirds on Tuesday, Saxena also stres-

of the total wastewater dis sed on improving regional 
charge of Delhi flows into the 

Najafgarh drain. 

developing housing for the 
homeless, slum dwellers and 

the weaker sections. "In fact, 
that was among the reasons 
why the finalisation of the 
draft plan was delayed,"an of 
ficial disclosed. Noting the 
problems in eligibility for in-

situ slum rehabilitation pro-
jects, DDA clarified that that 

the policy clearly specifies al-

lotment of flats and dwelling 
units in thejoint names of the 
husband and wife even if the 
allottee is the male spouse. 

This is aimed at making 
the female spouse a partner in 
ownership of the alotted tlat 
and thereby empowering wo-

men. However, while alotting 
flats to JJ dwellers under the 
in-situ rehabilitation scheme 

sipa 

at Kalkaji, it was noted that in 

many cases, there were only 
women occupying the slum 
homes because the husband 
was dead, missing or had de 
serted the family" said an offi-

Najafgarh Drain can also be used to boost economy, says DDA official 

In January, the LG tooka ructure of the city and impro-

duct a joint inspection of the new roads such as the Noida 

rejuvenation effort. Boosted Jewar expressway, disclosed 

boat ride on the drain to con ving connectivity, through cial."Such female beneficiari 
es don't have legal documents 
related to their husbands such 

plan says, "All new arterial ro- certificate or declaration as a 
missing person by the compe-the 1.4km stretch from Basai ads, including the national 

Darapur to Timarpur in highways and the urban ex-
north Delhi. 

At the meeting on MPD41 

tent authority" 
tension roads, shall include A requirement was felt 
space for multi-modal, high- that this condition in MPD41 
capacity public transporta- should be relaxed to ensurethe 
tion systems as part of the benefits of in-situ rehabilita-

tion were not denied to genui-right of way The transit sta-connectivity by strengthe 
ning the existing road infrast- tions shall include plazas and ne female berneficiaries. 
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