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TIMES CITY

How tree-felling ban may hit
many infra projects in capital

DMRC, NCRTC, DDA, PWD Among Agencies To Be Affected, To Scan Order

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The interim ban
imposed by Delhi High Court
on tree felling may have huge
repercussions. Senior Delhi
officials accept that if it conti-
nues for long, several infrast-
ructure development projects
being taken up by agencies
such as Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC), Public
Works Department, New Del-
hi Municipal Council, NCRTC
and Delhi Development Aut-
hority will be impacted.
According to forest depart-
ment officials, both land-ow-

ning agencies as well as priva-

te individuals seek permis-
sionforfelling treesfor infrast-

ructure projects and building
or renovating houses. Accor-
ding to Delhi Preservation of
Trees Act, 1994, compensatory
plantation of 10saplings hasto
be done for every tree felled.

Though Delhi government
in December 2020 notified a
tree transplantation policy,
which said aminimum of 80%
trees affected by a project
must be transplanted and 80%
of them must survive, the ex-
act survival rate has always
been questionable. “The basis
of thecourtorder seemsbased
on the same. It has to be seen
that the tree cover must incre-
ase,” said an official.

While development agen-
cies said they would closely

HITTING A
ROADBLOCK

Infrastructure projects likely to
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be affected by HC order

PWD Delhi Metro

» Streetscaping on Three approved

16 roads corridors of

» Six-lane flyover DMRC’s Phase-IV

be;ween Pun‘jjabi Bagh " expansion

and Raja Garden . 5

» Elevated corridor Majlis Park-Maujpur

between Anand Vihar  12.3Kim 4

and Apsara border Janakpuri West- -

» Redevelopmentof  RK Ashram Marg RRTS

three main roads of 29,3k 14%am of the 4 Number of
central and New Delhi . total 82km-long stations out of total
» Three new flyovers  Aerocity- Delhi-Meerut RRTS 25 in in the corridor
at Nangloi, Hanuman  Tughlagabad corridor that falls  that would come
Setu and Mayapuri 23.6km in Delhi up in Delhi

study the order;, officials con-
firmed the pace of develop-
ment work would definitely
slowdown. “Thisdecision will
definitely impact our projects.
InDelhi, there is not much va-
cant land available. Construc-
tion of all major flyovers, ro-
ads and underpasses will re-
quire tree felling,” said a se-
nior PWD official.

PWD  engineer-in-chief
Anant Kumar, however, said
that construction of projects
were inthefinal stagesand had
cleared all legal formalities.
Earlier, the forest department
had issued a restraining order
in a streetscaping project on

east Delhi’'s Vikas Marg and -

Narwana Road. “These indivi-
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%2

» School of Excellence, Lodhi Road
» Redevelopment of Yashwant
Place Commercial Complex

» Bus terminus-cum-commercial
complex near Shivaji Stadium

dual cases are being worked
out separately,” added Kumar.

Construction work on Del-
hi Metro’s Phase- IV expan-
sion kickstarted just a few
months before the Covid-19
outbreak, which resulted in
huge delays in 2020 and 2021.
The two other reasons for de-
lay were land acquisition and
permission to cut trees.

In fact, the first corridor
from where the construction
of Phase-IV began — Janak-
puri West-RK Ashram Marg
—saw work comingtoa comp-
lete halt in August 2020 when
DMRC received several noti-
cesfromtheforestand wildlife
department over carrying out
construction in deemed forest

‘Picture for representation

areas in the Janakpuri to Pee-
ragarhistretch.

DMRC shifted its focus on
the much smaller Maujpur to
Majlis Park corridor with the
aimof commissioningit, even if
partially, by 2022. However, the
process of getting permission
to fell trees at some locations to-
ok time. Now, the first section is
expected to open in 2023.

Last month, DMRC recei-
ved permission to fell 977 trees
and transplant 1,963 in north
forest division and 450 in south
forest division (for Tughlaqa-
bad-Aerocity corridor), but the
stay could result in the agency
not being able to remove the |
trees till further directions.

Outof the82km Delhi-Mee-
rut Regional Rapid Transit Sy-
stem corridor, currently the fo-
cus is on completing the 17km
Duhari-Sahibabad section in
UP. The length of the corridor
in Delhi is 14km and out of the
total 25 stations, four are in
Delhi. However, sources said
the stay on tree felling may im-
pact the pace of work in Delhi.

NDMC vice-chairperson
Satish Upadhyay said the co-
urt direction would be imple-
mented fully. “We have been
emphasising on transplanta-
tion of trees rather than fel-
ling them. We are adopting
proper procedure/technology
to relocate trees to new sites.
We have sought permission
for transplantation of trees
for three projects, including
the bus terminal at Shivaji
Stadium and development of
Lodhi Road School'of Excel-
lence,” he added.
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Govt agencies say
will comply with HC
stay on felling trees

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: With the High
Court here ordering a stay
' on any further felling of trees
in Delhi till June 2, several
government agencies in the
national Capital stated that it
will only have a “minor” impact
on their ongoing projects.
Many key infrastructure
Projects are being carried
out by different agencies and
departments such as National
« Building Construction Cor-
poration (NBCC), Central
Public Works Department
(CPWD), PWD, Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) and
\ Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) among others,

After the court order, the
forest department said they will
ensure its compliance,

“We will ensure the court
order is adhered to. We will
send the court order to aj]
the agencies and Pproject pro-
ponents for strict implemen-
tation,” a senior forest official
said.

The key ongoing infra-
structure projects in the city
include the Central Vista proj-
ect, construction of Barapul-
lah phase-3 elevated corridor,
tunnel beneath Pragati Maidan,
redevelopment of GPRA colo.-
nies in Sarojini Nagar and Net-
aji Nagar and the construction
of three new metro lines under
phase four.

A PWD official requesting
anonymity said that the stay
on tree felling will have only a
“minor impact”

“The order will be followed
which may lead to only a minor
impact on our projects,” the
official said. The Engineer-
in-Chief of the PWD, Anant
Kumar, said that any major
impact is unlikely. }

“Our construction projects
are already in an advanced
stage so any major impact is
unlikely there. The permissions
for tree felling or tree trans-
plantation are generally taken
and executed at the start of the
projects. We will follow the
court order,” Kumar said.

An official of the CPWD,
which is executing the Cen-
tral Vista project, said that the
department will follow al| the
prescribed rules,

“CPWD does not do tree
cutting while executing its proj-
€cts in most cases.

“Under the Central Vista
redevelopment project, no tree
is being cut by us, We usually
transplant trees and follow
all laid down rules? a senior
CPWD official said.

The redevelopment of the
Central Vista, the nation’s
power corridor, envisages
a new parliament building,
common central Secretariat,
revamping of the 3-km Raj-
path from the Rashtrapati
Bhavan to India Gate, a new
office and residence of the
Prime minister, and a new vice-
president enclave,

The DMRC and DDA
refused to comment on the
stay. Sources said that the legal
department of DDA will exam-
ine the high court order,



