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HC to DDA: Why
damages not paid
for sewer deaths?

Times News NETwWoRk

New Delhi: Despite court di-
rections, the failure of the Del-
hi Development Authority
(DDA) to compensate thekin of
two men who died in a sewer
earlier this year left the chief
justice of Delhi high court in
despair on Tuesday.

“My head hangs inshame,”
Chief Justice SC Sharma said,
lamenting the “complete un-
sympathetic attitude” of DDA
towards the families.

The court was unhappy
over non-compliance of its Oc-
tober 6 order directing DDA to
pay Rs101lakh compensation to
each of the families while
highlighting that the victims’
kin had lost their sole bread
earners in theincident.

“We are dealing with peo-
ple who are working for us so
that our life is made comfort-
able. And this is the manner
and method they are being de-
alt with by the authorities. Ve-
ry unfortunate,” the bench, al-
so comprising Justice Subra-
monium Prasad, said.

“My head hangs in shame.
From October 6, we are now on
November 15. When the court
had directed DDA to pay the
amount, why was it not done?”
the chief justice noted.

When the DDA counsel clai-
med that it was the duty of the
Delhi government to pay the
amount to the Kin of the swee-
perand thesecurity guard who
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died on September 9 in outer
Delhi’s Mundka after inhaling
toxic gases inside a sewer, the
court said, “You have a budget
of Rs 3,000 crore and we
requested you to pay only Rs10
lakh as an immediate measure
and you came up with allkinds
of excuses.”

“Later we could have adjus-
ted theamount by fixing there-
sponsibility,” it said

The DDA urged the court to
grant it 15 days for rehabilita-
tion and compassionate appo-
intments to one of each famili-
es. But the court said, “Weare =
not concerned with any other
compassionate appointment.
This one has to be done on a
priority basis.”

During the hearing, the
AAP government informed
the court that as a separate
compensation, decided by the
state cabinet, it had paid
Rs 1 lakh each and the remai-
ning Rs 9 lakh would be paid
within15days.
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Revani&pl to end this month: LG office

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The revamp of a key
arterial stretch linking the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) and Dhaula Kuan will be
completed by the end of this
month, said officials aware of the
matter, a vital project ahead of the
meetings related to next year's
G20 Summit.

The upgrade plan for the 8km
stretch, said officials from the
lieutenant governor's (LG) office,
includes landscaping work, infra-
structure upgrades, improved
horticulture, as well as the instal-
lation of eight lion statues and
fountains.

“Of the eight statues, six made

Six white lion statues and two
black ones will be installed
along the stretch.

of white marble are six feet high
and weigh two tonnes each, and
two black stone ones are 13 feet
high and weigh 14 tonnes,” the
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official said.

“The fountains will come up at
the crossing from Aerocity
towards Terminal 3 terminal and
at junctions near T1, T3, Dwarka
among others,” added the official.

India will assume the presi-
dency of the Group of 20 (G20)
large economies from December
this year and host the summit of
leaders at Pragati Maidan in Delhi
on September 9 and 10 next year.

The New Delhi area will play
host to many of the meetings and
transit by the delegates in the
run-up to the summit. Officials of
the New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) said around 190 meetings
are likely to be held and 12,000
delegates expected to visit the area
during the country’s presidency.

_—

The revamp is being executed
by the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), Public Works
Department (PWD), Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA), Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) and NDMC, with
the LG’s office coordinating the
project.

“Various private firms have
also chipped in with Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
funds,” said an official from the
LG’s office.

“Work completed so far

.includes covering open drains,

repairing pavements and central
verges, planting 30,000 seasonal
flowering plants, painting flyovers
ina new red-white colour, replac-
ing the black-white,” said the offi-
cial.
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M}{ head hangs in shame, says judge over
relief delay to kin of sewer death victims

~ The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELH]

“My head hangs in shame ”
said the ChiefJustice of Del-
hi High Court on Tuesday
while condemning the Del-
hi Development Authority
(DDA) for not paying %10
lakh each as compensation
to the families of two per-
| sons who died after inhal-
ing toxic gases inside a sew-
er in September this year.
A Bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma
| and Justice Subramonium
Prasad came down heavily
on the landowning agency
after it noted that “not even
a single penny” towards
| the compensation was re-
leased by the DDA.
' On October 6, the same
' bench had ordered the
| DDA to pay %10 lakh as
compensation to each fa-
mily. It noted that the Delhi

| government, as part of a

separate  compensation,
has already paid 1 lakh
each to the two families on
September 21.

“From October 6 we are
now on November 15,
When the court had direct-
ed DDA to pay the amount,
why it was not done? This
is the question,” the court
asked on Tuesday.

“We are dealing with pe-
ople who are working for
us so that our life is made
comfortable. And this is
the manner and method
they are being dealt with by
the authorities. Very unfor-
tunate,” the Bench said.

From October
6, we are now

o0

1 i onNovember 15. When
I the court had directed

| DDA to pay the amount,

- why it was not done?

This is the question

* DELHIHIGH COURT

The conduct of the DDA
“reflects complete unsym-
pathetic attitude towards
the deceased’s families”,
the court said.

Public interest litigation
The High Court had initiat-
ed a public interest litiga-
tion based on a news re-
port about the death of a
sweeper and a security
guard inside a sewer on
September 9 in Outer Del-
hi's Mundka area. The
sweeper died while clean-
ing the sewer and the
guard lost his life while try-
ing to rescue him.

st
HERT

DDA vice-chairman
Manish Gupta, who was
present at the hearing, in-
formed the High Court that
the agency’s total annual
budget was 3,000 crore.

“We requested you to
pay only %10 lakh as an im-
mediate measure and you
came up with all kinds of
excuses. Later, we could
have adjusted the amount
by fixing the responsibility.
We asked you to pay so that
there is some financial and
emotional sense of security
to the families who have
lost their bread earners,”
the Bench said.

It asked the DDA to act
“on a priority basis” on the
issue of rehabilitating and
giving compassionate ap-
pointment to one of the fa-
mily members of the de-
ceased who was a DDA
employee. The court grant-
ed 15 days’ time to the agen-
cy for the appointment.
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Delhi gearing up for G-20 Summit

Beautification work of 8-km stretch from Dhaula Kuan to IGIA to be ready

STAFF REPORTER ® NEW DELHI

eautification work of an

eight km stretch of road
from Dhaula Kuan to Indira
Gandhi International Airport is
expected to be completed by
November end, ahead of the
firstyisit by an official delega-
tion associated with the G-20
Summit. India will assume the
presidency of the influential
group for a year from
December 1, 2022 to
November 30, 2023.

The makeover plan, that
includes aesthetic upgrading of
the stretch by way of uniform
co?our patterns on flyovers
and Footover Bridges, horti-
cultural overhaul through flow-
ering plants to achieve a
stepped three-coloured pat-
tern, general cleanliness and
symmetric installation of foun-
tains and big lion statues, is
almost complete.

The works completed so
far include covering of open
drains, overall sprucing up of
the stretch by repairing the
pavements, central verges and
dividers, planting 30,000 sea-
sonal flowers or plants and
painting flyovers in a new red
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and white colour scheme
instead of the earlier black and
white with approval of the
Central Road Research
Institute.

"The makeover and beau-
tification works on the stretch
of road from IGI Airport to
Dhaula Kuan and beyond, on
the Sardar Patel Marg, is being
personally supervised on a
weekly. basis by Lieutenant-
Governor VK Saxena, and the

work is going on in earnest, It

is expected to be completed by

the end of November, well in
advance of the first visit by an
official delegation related to the
G-20 Summit on December 1,"
sources at Raj Niwas said.
“This has been made pos-
sible by seamless coordination

. between L-G and various

implementing agencies includ-
ing the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD), the Public
Works Department (PWD),
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), the Delhi Jal Board
(D]JB) and the New Delhi

¥ v

District, apart from various . &

corporate houses who have
chipped in through their CSR
funds; =

also includes installation of
aesthetically-designed view
cutters with ‘Charkha’ and the
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'
logo at different locations," the
source said. Eight lion statues
are being installed at different
locations across the Capital. Six
of the lions have been carved
out of white marble. They are
six feet tall and weigh two

by Nov-end

't;,' -

the sources added. “It- "

tonnes. Two statues were man-
ufactured out of black stone.
They are 13 feet high and
weigh 14 tonnes, said sources,
As many as 15 fountaing
are also being positioned at var-
ious locations in Delhi such as
the crossing from Aeroci
towards T-3 and on the junc-
tion of T-3, T-1, Dwarka
among other places in the city.
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S in shame, says Delhi HC CJ over -
non-payment of relief to kin of sewer death victimg

PTI® NEW DELHI

y head hangs in shame’

the Delhi High Court
Chief Justice said on Tuesday,
lamenting the “complete
unsympathetic attitude” of the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) towards the famxll‘es of
two people who died inside a

wer this year.

* The hi;h court, which was
annoyed over non-compliance
with its October 6 order by
which DDA was directed to pay

Z10 lakh compensation each to
famnilies of deceased, said it had
asked authorities to pay the
amount to vicitims' kin as they
had lost their sole bread earn-
ers in incident. Pursuant to the
high court's direction, DDA
Vice Chairman Manish Gupta
was present at the hearing.

A sweeper and a security
guard had died on September
9 in Quter Delhi's Mundka area
after they inhaled toxic gases
inside a sewer. The incident
occurred 'when a sweeper had

gone down to clean the sewer
and fainted. A security guard
who rushed to his rescue also
fell unconscious, and both died.

The high court, which was
hearing a public interest litiga-
tion (PIL) initiated by court on
its own based on a news report
of incident, expressed displea-
sure over non-payment of ¥10
lakh each by DDA to victims'
families and said “not even a
single penny” was released by
authority. It, however, noted
that as a part of a separate com-

pensation, the Delhj gover.n-
ment ha§ paid ¥1 lakh each to
two fagi.lﬂ;es and eMaining ¥g
Will be paid to th i
in 15 days. ! Sl
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