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Technical Committee: 
Item number: 

AGENDA FOR THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Subject: Proposed Change of Landuse for land measuring approx. 2.53 acres along the 
Ring Road at Kalindi Aviral (Part-B) 

File No. LSPROJ/0003/2022/ZN-O/-0/o DIRECTOR(LANDSCAPE) 

1.0 BACKGROUND: 
1.1 Comprehensive Plan of Zone O'- Rejuvenation and Restoration of River Yamuna and 

Conceptual plan of Four Arcas, this site being one of the four areas, was approved as 
346hSCM:06/2017. 

I.2 Subscquently, the landscape proposal of part site was approved as Kalindi Aviral (Part 
B) vide 421stSCM:11/2024. (Refer Annexure-A) 

1.3 Follow up action of 421"SCM:11/2024 proposes that portions of land that were in 
possession of various other agencies shall be taken up, once the land is retrieved by DDA. 

1.4 A portion of land measuring 9.93 hectares (24.55 acres) was temporarily allotted to PWD 
on temporary basis for installation of Batching Plant/Casting Yard for the execution work 
of construction of Barapullah Elevated Road across River Yamuna (Phase-II). Out of 
this, the land portion previously utilized by M/S Gawar Construction, measuring 3.45 
acres along the Ring Road has been acquired. (Refer Annexure-'B) 

1.5 It has further been opined that, given the irreversible degradation of the site's ecological 
character due to its prolonged use as a casting yard, and considering its proximity to the 
Ring Road, the feasibility of devcloping a commercial establishment on this portion of 
the land may be cxplored. 

1.6 Subsequently, it has been dirccted by VC, DDA during a mecting held on 02nd July 2025 
to process the case for change of Land use. 

1.7 In case the CILU is approved,it is suggested that the structure shall be taken up to be 
designed in exposed metal truss franework. 

2.0 EXAMINATION: 

2.1. Land Use of the site under reference as per MPD 2021 and Zonal Development of Zone 
O is Recreational P2 (District Park, Community Park) (Refer Annexure-C'- ZDP-Zone 

-0). 
2.2 This site, spreading over an area of about 3.45 acres was allotted to PWD vide letter datcd 

29.05.2015 for two and a half ycars and further cxtended for installation of Batching 
Plant/Casting Yard for the execution work of construction of Barapullah Elevated Road 
across River Yamuna (Phase-III). 

2.3 Out of this 3.45 acres land, an arca of 0.92 acres as calculated on the TSS is falling under 
Ring Road Right of Way as per Master plan of Delhi. 
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Technical Committee: 

Item number: 

2.4 The recommendations given by the Principal Committee of Hon'ble NGT in its Report 
dated October 2015 specific to the area state (Refer Annexure-»D' for detailed 

recommcndations of the area)'. 

3.0 

"The ongoing construction activity byL& T has to be stopped forthwith 
pending the review of methodology being used for construction of Barapula 

Phase III elevated corridor. Filling already done in the river 's side channel has 

to be completely removed and the area restored immediately." 

INFORMATION w.r.t. MoUD'S Letters dated 07.04.2015/ 04.09.2015/ 17.06.2016. 

Information w.r.t. MoUD'S Letter No. K-13011/3/2012-DD-IB, dated 07.04.2015: 

S.no. 

(). 

(ii). 

(iii). 

(iv). 

(V). 

(vi). 

(vii). 

(i). 

Information required 

(ii). 

Whether the land is Government or 
private and who is the land-owning 
agency? 

On whose request the change of land 
use case or modification to MPD 
2021 has been initiated? 

Whether a responsible officer from 
DDA (give details) was deputed for 
inspection of site and a copy of 
inspcction report be provided. 

What is the public purposc proposcd 
to be served by modification 
MPD and/or change of land use? 
What will be the impact of proposal 
on the ZDP/MPD and whether the 
changes are in consonance with the 
approved plans and policics? 
What will be proposal's 
impact/implications on gencral 

public e.g. Law and order ctc? 
Whether any court cases are 

ongoing on the land mentioncd in 
proposal? Full details be attached. 

of 

Government Land. 
Land owning agency: Delhi 

Development Authority. 
Delhi Development Authority 

Status 

A joint team of the officers from 
Engineering. Horticulture and 

Landscapc Department inspectcd the 
site. 
The copy of inspection report is 
anncxcd at Anexure- E' 

A place for pcople for recreation and 
commercial activity from all walks of 
life. 

No adverse cffcct of change of land 
usc. 

There shall not be any implications on 
general public in terms of Law and 
order. 
No 

Information w.r.t. MoUD's letter No. K-13011/3/2012-DD-I dated 04.09.2015: 
Background note indicating the As already contained in Sr. 1.0 of the 
current situation/provisions: 
Whether similar proposals have 
earlier been considered by DDA/ 

Agenda. 
Not applicable 

7



Technical Committee: 
Item number: 

(ii). 

(iv). 

(V). 

(vi). 

(vii). 

vii). 

(ix). 

(x). 

(xi). 

(xii). 

Ministry and/or disposed, and if yes, 
when and how: 
What were the specific Not applicable 
recommendations of the Authority 
with regard to the proposal; 
How and why the proposal was Same as 1.0 above. 
initiated; 
What are the pros and cons of the 
proposal, whether they have been 
carefully examined, and if yes, the 
outcome thercof; 
What are the expected short-term 
and long-term outcomes if the 
proposal is approvcd and 
implemented; 
How the proposal will bencfit in the 
development and cconomic growth 

of the city; 

What are the provisions 

corresponding to the proposed 
policy changes in other 
metropolitan cities in India and cities/countries does not arise. 
other countries, and if those 
provisions differ from the proposal 
then why are they not considered 
appropriate for Dclhi; 

The site has been subjected to cxtensive 
construction activity over several 
years, leading to irreversible ccological 
degradation. 

Whether the proposal is in 
consonance with the existing plans, 
laws, bye-laws, rules, ctc. 

Given its strategic location along the 
Ring Road, repurposing this parcel into 
a commercial venture is likcly to offer 
grcater financial viability. 
Oncc devcloped, the arca can serve as a 
multifunctional public space 
integrating recreation and retail 
opportunities. It will offer a vibrant 
open environment where people can 
engage in a variety of activities, 
ultimately benefiting the public at 
large. 

Whether the implementation of the 
proposal will require changes in 

The proposal is exclusively for NCT of 
Delhi as such consideration of any 

policy/provision 

What will be the public purpose The plot will be developed as a 
served by the proposcd Commercial Landuse as pcr Master 
modification; Plan norm. 

What is the number of people/ 
families/households likely to be 
affcctcd by the proposed policy: 

of other 

The proposal is envisioned to enhance 
public cngagement by offering 
opportunities for rccrcation and 
commercial actívitics, while also 
improving connectivity to nearby 
transport hubs. 

Consonance. 

The proposal is for the change of land 
use being processed under Section 
11(A) of DDA Act 1957 to bring it at 

No such change is required in rules and 
provisions of Master Plan. 
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Tcchnical Committec: 

Item number: 

iii). 

xiv). 

(xV). 

(i). 

(i). 

(ii). 

Information w.r.t. MoUD's letter No. K-13011/3/2012-DD-IB dated 17.06.2016: 

Change of Land use from recreational 
P2 (District Park, Community Park) to 
Commercial C1 

(iv). 

certain rules, provisions of Master 
Plan, etc., and if yes, what action has 
been taken to bring about such 
changes; 

(V). 

Whether the 
organizations/Ministries 

with the proposal have been 
consulted and if yes, what were their 
views and how they were disposed: 
Whether the relevant 
guidelines/orders of DOP&T, 
Ministry of Finance and other nodal 
Ministries/Departments were taken 
into account while preparing and 
Cxamining the proposal and; 
The name, designation and contact 
information of an officer of the level 
of Director or above who will be the 
nodal officer to be contacted by the 
Ministry regarding the proposal. 

depart1ments/ The proposal is for change of land use 
related| of DDA land whereas for the 

development of the said area necessary 
approvals from the statutory authorities 
shall be taken. 

Not applicable 

What is the change proposed in 
MPD-2021/Change of land use 
case? 

Director, Landscape and 

Environmental Planning Department, 
DDA. Phone number 01 1-23370985. 

Why the change is proposed i.c. the 
context and justification? 
With the proposed changes 
lamendments, who are going to be 
benefitted? A tentative statistics or 
details who will be benefitted should 
be given? 
How they are going to be benefittedgreater financial viability. 

The site has been subjccted to extensive 
construction activity over several 
years, leading to irreversible ecological 
degradation. 
Given its strategic location along the 
Ring Road, repurposing this parcel into 
a commercial venture is likely to offer 

from the proposed amendment/ Once developed, the arca can serve as a 
change? multifunctional public space 

integrating recreation and retail 

opportunitics. It will offer a vibrant 
open environment where pcople can 
lengage in a varicty of activities, 
ultimately bencfiting the public at 
|large. 

Any other relevant statistics, details, Not applicable 
information etc. which will be 
useful from the point of vicw of 

press relcasc for information to the 
public at large shall also be given. 
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Technical Committce: 
Item number: 

4.0 PROPOSAL: 

4.1 In view of the above, Change of Land Use is proposed for 3.45 acres land from 

Recreational P2 (District Park, Community Park) to Commercial CI (Retail Shopping, 
Gencral Busincss and Commerce, District Centre, Community Centre, Non-Hicrarchical 
Commercial Centre) as per MPD 2021 and under Section 11A of DD Act. 1957. 

4.2 Plan of the site carmarking the area under consideration for CLU is attached (Annexure 
D). The proposal for the Change of Land Use Recreational P2 (District Park, Community 
Park) to Commercial is as follows: 

Location 

Zonc-'0'; 
Kalindi Aviral 
Part-B 

(Western 
bank); 

Area as per 
Plan (in Sqm) 

10261.65 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Mohammed Uzair 
Assistant Director 

(Yamuna/South) 

A2407.2S 

EE TOMohammed Uzair 

Existing Landuse 
as per MPD-202 1 
and ZDP (Zone 

'0') 
Recrcational P2 
(District Park, 
Community Park) 

Assistant Director (LS. DDA) 

Land use 
Changed to 

ZDP 
Commercial C1 

Sonal Bhat 
Dy. Director 

(Yamuna/South) 

The proposal at Para 4 above is placed before the Technical Committee for its approval. On 
approval, the matter shall be placed before the Authority for seeking its approval for 
processing the Change of Land Use under Section 11A of DD Act 1957. 

29.07-26s 

Boundaries 

SONAL BH2i 
Oy. ictor 

Lands Dept. 

Vikas i 

North: Exit from 
Baansera 
South: Smriti Van 
East: Baansera 
West: Ring Road 

Neelina Soni 
Director (Landscape) 
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BACKGROUND AND KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The Principal Committee, at its meeting dated 18 Sep 2015 amongst other things decided to carry out a 

field survey of the river Zone in NCT of Delhi and its adjoining tracts in UP and Haryana.  The expert 

members namely Prof. AK Gosain and Prof. Brij Gopal were to take the lead and the DDA, Government 

of NCT of Delhi, DJB and UP Irrigation department were to assist and facilitate the survey. 

The said survey was carried out on 2, 3 and 4 October 2015. 

A report based on the said survey is enclosed. 

Following are the key Recommendations to emerge out of the Observations made during the survey in 

order of priority. 

1. Removal of encroachments from active flood plain 

a. All structures (residential, commercial, religious, nurseries, farm houses etc) lying in active flood 

plain of the river in the southern zone (Okhla Barrage – Jaitpur Village) on either bank, and in 

Haryana side across Aali drain to be removed.  This is necessary to safeguard the interest of the 

river as well as the people who have raised these structures.  DDA, Govt of NCT of Delhi, Govt of UP 

and Haryana to collaborate and take action. 

b. DMRC dumping in active flood plain, south of the Okhla barrage in land with the UP Irrigation 

department to be restored to its original river bed level. Govt of UP to take action. 

c. Police force to camp for a fortnight to enable DDA to fence its land downstream of DND flyway in 

Central Zone (Wazirabad Barrage – Okhla barrage) to prevent further encroachment. DDA and 

Govt. of NCT of Delhi to take action. 

d. Violations by the PWD contractor (L&T) in the river bed for the Barapula III elevated corridor to be 

investigated and corrective measures taken.  DDA, UP Irrigation Department and Govt of NCT of 

Delhi to take action. 

e. Manner in which land has been given by Delhi Transco to M/s AFCONS for batching plant in the 

river bed to be investigated and corrective actions taken. DDA and Govt of NCT of Delhi to take 

action. 

f. The CRPF camp, the CNG filling station, the old fly ash Brick plant as well as the Millennium Bus 

depot opposite the Indraprastha/ Millennium Park, standing over previous fly ash ponds to be 

removed, detoxified and converted into a forest cum public park, where public could experience 

the river at close distance.  The Bus depot is already under High Court directed relocation.  DDA and 

Govt of NCT of Delhi to take action. 

g. No construction that hinders environmental flow of the river in and around Signature Bridge be 

permitted. DDA and Govt of NCT of Delhi to take action. 

h. All existing constructions in the active flood plain on both banks in Northern Zone (Palla Village – 

Wazirabad barrage) to be removed.   Flood plain not to be used for river deleterious activities like 

dumping of solid waste and parking of vehicles etc. DDA and Govt of NCT of Delhi to take action. 
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i. Relocate the temporary police camps near Sonia Vihar of CRPF and Delhi police away from the 

flood prone stretch of the river zone (Zone O). DDA and Govt of NCT of Delhi to take action. 

j. Actions to be taken to provide statutory protection to flood plain under either the Indian Forest Act 

(Protected forest) or the Environment Protection Act (Eco-sensitive Zone). Ministry of Environment 

& Forests,  Govt of NCT of Delhi to take action. 

2. Development of wetlands and water bodies 

a. All the identified (in the main report) low lying sites (Old river channel & flood plain water bodies) 

in the flood plain in the Northern and Central zones to be developed as flood plain wetlands. DDA 

and Govt of NCT of Delhi and Govt. of UP to take action. 

b. An off channel reservoir spread over some 300 ha north east of the Palla village in Zone P II in the 

north Delhi to be developed to capture flood waters from the river. DDA and Govt of NCT of Delhi 

to take action. 

c. In the northern Zone, along the main embankment on both banks, 10-15 metre wide belt of 

plantation with two to three rows of native trees (Fruit trees) should be maintained.  This should 

be followed by an earthen trench 2-5 m wide and 2-3 m deep between the various spurs (Shanks) 

towards the River.  This shall ensure rain water and flood water trapping and also moisture 

retention. DDA and Govt of NCT of Delhi and Govt. of UP to take action. 

d. Farmers in the river flood plain to be encouraged to opt for farm ponds for fisheries and flood 

retention sites.  Chemical agricultural or any farming within 100 m of the river channel to be 

prohibited. DDA and Govt of NCT of Delhi and Govt.  of UP  to take action. 
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RESTORATION PLAN FOR THE ZONE O (RIVER ZONE) IN NCT OF DELHI & ADJOINING UTTAR PRADESH 

According to records the Zone O (River zone) within the NCT of Delhi is spread in a north-south direction 

over some 9700 ha as a winding strip measuring 52 km in length and width that ranges from 800 m – 3.5 

km.   

 

While the river Yamuna in the past had a much larger flood plain spread both on its east (left) and the 

west (right) bank, today it is bound by an almost continuous embankments called the Eastern Marginal 

Bund (Popularly known as the Shahdara Bund and the NOIDA link road) on the east and the Western 

Marginal Bund (Popularly known as the Ring Road) on the west bank.   

Three distinct stretches in the river zone can be considered. The ‘Northern stretch’ running over 26 km 

from the Palla village till the Wazirabad barrage cum road. The ‘Central stretch’ running over 22 km 

from the Wazirabad barrage till the Okhla Barrage and the ‘Southern stretch’ running over some 4 km 

from the Okhla barrage till the Jaitpur Village. It is notable that both in the northern and the southern 

stretches, the river forms inter-state border between NCT of Delhi and the state of Uttar Pradesh (UP). 

23



4 | P a g e  
 

The river zone carries important mythological, historical, environmental and social values which any 

restoration plan needs to keep in mind with care and sensitivity.  

In recent past there have been unsavory developmental incursions into the river’s active flood plain in 

form of pseudo bridges as well as barrages and roads in the central stretch which have frozen the river’s 

meander and compromised the ability of the flood waters to spread and flow downstream. Few 

avoidable ‘advance / forward bunds’ raised well into the active flood plain in all the three stretches have 

further reduced the flood way available to the river and rendered the floodable lands into flood prone, 

but which remain an integral part of the flood plain never the less. Any restoration plan shall need to 

consider these developments especially in the light of high floods that the river has seen during 1978, 

1988, 1995, 2010 and 2013. This also needs emphasis on the basis of lessons learned from the 

devastating floods in Sep 2014 seen in the Kashmir valley specially the city of Srinagar in J&K.     

It is to be noted that a large scale inundation of the city and the resultant human suffering witnessed in 

September 2014 in the city of Srinagar (J&K) could be attributed to the narrowing of the flood way in the 

city through embankments and the resultant occupation of the flood plain by the people. In case of 

Delhi, the city’s topography results in its entire eastern bank to be low lying and hence vulnerable to 

inundation and damage from any catastrophic floods. An extreme flood could over run the entire 

eastern Delhi.  

The city’s topography also results in a number of storm water drains originating in and around the ridge 

and emptying themselves into the river.    
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The river bed in the city stretch has been laden with solid waste including silt brought by the drains as 

well as puja samagri including idols immersed into it during the annual festive season.  

Guiding Principles   

1. Two reports, namely Final Report of the Expert Committee (Prof. Babu Committee) dated 19 

April 2014 titled “Restoration and Conservation of River Yamuna” and the Expert committee 

(Shashi Shekhar Committee) report dated 2 August 2014 titled “Restoration and Beautification 

of River Yamuna in NCT of Delhi” to form the guiding documents  

2. Any further reduction or land use change in the current Zone O (river zone) in the city is fraught 

with danger and risks. Any development that has already taken place within the active flood 

plain will have to be reviewed with a sense of responsibility and restoration (to the extent 

possible).  

3. The Zone O (river zone) must become a place of attraction and active indulgence by the city 

dwellers as well as visitors within natural limits and without compromising the river’s ecological 

and social functions. 
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CHRACTERISTICS OF VARIOUS RIVER STRETCHES AND THE SUGGESTED PLAN 

NORTHERN STRETCH: 

 

Map 1 

 Northern Zone (Palla – Wazirabad) 

‘Red’ lines represent the Marginal Bunds. ‘Blue’ line shows the two advance bunds on either side of the 

river. ‘White’ line shows the inter-state (NCTD & UP) boundary. ‘Yellow’ line are the roads. 
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The northern stretch of the river has following characteristics:  

a) The river forms the Delhi – UP border over a large portion of the river. Inter-state border is 

shown in ‘white’ line in Map 1.  

b) The river is bounded on its west bank by the Marginal Western Bund in Delhi and similarly a 

marginal bund on its east bank in UP. Marginal bunds are shown in ‘red’ color in Map 1. 

c) There are a number of shanks (cross bunds) constructed all along the marginal bunds to 

safeguard the bunds. 

d) The river has a pronounced meander and relative freedom to play in this stretch 

e) The river within Delhi has two sections. One from village Palla till Burari, which can be termed as 

the river’s rural stretch. Second from Burari to Jagatpur and Wazirabad, where unauthorised 

colonies have mushroomed.  

f) In front of the west and the east banks there are advance / forward bunds have been raised (in 

1980s) which has dangerously narrowed the flood way and created a chicken neck situation and 

led to the unauthorised occupation of the flood plain in the name of Jagatpur Extn (West bank) 

and Sonia Vihar and Rajiv Nagar colonies in the east bank. Advance bunds are shown in ‘Blue’ 

color in Map 1. 

g) The Department of Irrigation and Flood control (DI&FC) has two flood monitoring stations at 

Palla and at Jhangola respectively. DJB has a number of tube wells along the stretch to extract 

raw water.  

h) DDA has promoted the development of a Yamuna Biodiversity Park (Phase 1 and 2) on the west 

bank.     

i) A water treatment plant (WTP) exists on the west bank in Wazirabad village and recently 

another water treatment plant (WTP) called the Sonia Vihar WTP has become functional on the 

east bank 

j) In the east bank two temporary camps one of CRPF and the other of Delhi Police exists. These 

border a large tract of natural forest adjoining the original Eastern Marginal Bund. 

k) The entire available flood plain in this stretch goes under deep inundation (Pic 1, 2) during even 

normal floods in the river. 

      
                                 Pic 1,2: Entire flood plain under flood waters (2010) in northern zone 
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l) Flood plains are used for seasonal farming by local farmers. 

m) Meander in the river channel offers opportunities for the raising of a flood plain water bodies in 

both the banks. Few low lying sites as well as previous channels of the river in the flood plain are 

good candidates for development as water bodies.  

Observations (2 Oct 2015): 

1. It was observed that almost the entire floodplain between the western embankment 

(right marginal bund, RMB) and the river channel is under active use for cultivation (Pic 

3) using ground water. It was also observed that there are a series of tubewells and 

Ranney wells (numbering more than hundred) owned by DJB in this area, at close 

intervals all along the shanks and the RMB. (Pic 4).  

 

 
Pic 3 : Farming right till the river channel 

 

 
Pic 4: Ranney and tube well of DJB in flood plain 
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2. Despite the fact that the monsoon season has just ended, the flow in the River (Pic 3) 

was very low, and was confined to a narrow channel along the bank. 

 

 
Pic 3: Low flow in river 

 

3. The Floodplain is still being used for dumping solid waste along the Bund Road opposite 

Bakhtawarpur in West bank. In the east bank closer to the advance bund Pushta (the 

Left Forward Bund), most of the area adjacent to the bund was observed already being 

used for various activities such as parking of lorries, buses, cars and auto rickshaws and 

also by hawkers/ fruit shop shacks. A seasonal fair with giant wheel/ merry go round 

installed on the area inside the bund was also observed. (Pic 4) 

 

 
Pic 4: Flood plain east bank used for parking and fun-fair etc 
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4. Some permanent structures were also observed in the floodplain between the marginal 

bund and the river ; for example, a Gaushala (Shri Nandini Mai Gaushala) has come up 

only recently in between Palla and Bakhtawarpur villages. (Pic 5) 

 

 
Pic 5: Construction in flood plain 

 

5. Few low lying sites as well as previous channels of the river in the flood plain are good 

candidates for development as water bodies.  

6. The exact ownership of the land in the flood plain could not be ascertained, although 

the Yamuna Biodiversity Phase 2 land has already been acquired by the DDA.                                                                                  

Recommendations: 

With respect to the above observations, the following recommendations are made: 
 

1. The chemical agricultural activity should be stopped at the earliest and should be replaced by 
creation of small farm ponds which will help in retaining floodwaters and facilitate ground water 
recharge. The ponds can be used for raising fishes. The depth can be 3-4 metres (to the level of 
the riverbed).  

2. The use of floodplain should be regulated by assigning zones of permissible activities. Wherever 
possible, the old river channels and water bodies within the floodplain should be revived and 
their extent be deepened. Such water bodies may be used for raising fish nurseries without 
using fish feeds. 

3. To start with no farming activity within 100 metre on either side of the main river channel 
should be permitted. Along the main embankment 10-15 metre wide belt of plantation with two 
to three rows of native trees (fruit trees) should be maintained. This should be followed by an 
earthen trench 2-5 m wide and 2-3 m deep between the various spurs (shanks) towards the 
River. This shall ensure rain water and flood water trapping and also moisture retention.    
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4. The debris and waste dumped along the embankments opposite Bakhtawarpur as well as all 
other locations should be removed. 

5. All the permanent and temporary structures (both within NCTD and UP) that have come up in 
the Floodplain in this zone should be removed at the earliest. 

6. It is also recommended that there should be a 500 m wide river buffer outside the embankment 
on both sides of the river (in Delhi and in UP), which  should be used only as a greenbelt and 
which should serve as a green space for the people.  

7. It is also recommended to create an off channel reservoir (over approx 300 ha area) within Zone 
P-II close to the Right Marginal Bund. (Map 2). This shall add value to the Zone P II as well as act 
as a water source for the zone as well as the city in lean period. This shall also act as a popular 
site for recreation. This shall collect water from the river during its monsoon high flows.  
 

 
Map 2 (site in blue color for Off Channel reservoir near Palla) 

 
 

8. Within the active floodplain, four locations as shown in the map (Map 3 & 4) should be 
converted into suitable wetland and flood retention water bodies. 
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Map 3: Flood plain wetland sites in West Bank 

 

 
Map 4: Flood plain wetlands sites in east bank 

 
9. It is also recommended that the area (shown as ‘green’ in DDA Zonal Plan and map) between 

Left Forward Bund and Shahadra Marginal Bund north of CRPF Land be notified as forest cum 
wetland area. This shall collect flood period run off from the area and act as a wetland cum 
recreation site for the local people. (Map 5) 
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Map 5: Forest cum wetland site in east bank (Blue color) 

 
10. No new construction may be allowed in the low lying and flood prone Jagatpur Extension in 

West bank and Sonia Vihar in East bank (unauthorised colonies). A redevelopment plan for the 
area keeping its flood plain as well as its flood prone status needs to be devised. It may be kept 
in mind these unauthorised colonies regularly see flooding (Pic 6-11 ) of low lying areas during 
high floods (Pictures from floods of Sep 2010) in the river. These result in creation of unhygienic 
conditions from standing water and spread of water borne diseases.   

11. Steps be taken to relocate the temporary camps of the CRPF and the Delhi Police away from 
their flood prone site in the east bank. 
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                                       Pic 6, 7: Low lying areas in Jagatpur Ext under flood water (2010) 
 
 

  
Pic 8, 9 

 

  
Pic 10, 11 
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 CENTRAL STRETCH: 

This winding 22 km long stretch from the Wazirabad Barrage in the north till the Okhla Barrage in the 

south lies wholly within the territory of NCT of Delhi, except a portion in its south east corner where the 

Delhi – UP border upstream of the Okhla Barrage has formed a water body now designated as the Okhla 

Bird Sanctuary.      

 

Originally the entire east Delhi being low lying had formed the active flood plain of the rivers Yamuna 

and Hindon and experienced almost annual flooding. This is the reason why all the fabled cities of Delhi 

came up only at different locations on the river’s west bank.  

Sometimes during the 1950s the Eastern Marginal Bund, also called as Jamuna Pushta or the NOIDA link 

road came up to define the eastern margins of the river’s flood plain. Later the Ring Road running along 

the major part of the west bank defined the river’s western margin. These two now form the boundaries 

of the Zone O (River Zone).    

Till independence, there was only one rail cum road bridge that joined the two banks, though a number 

of boat or pontoon bridges used to come up at suitable locations during the non monsoon months. 

Today there are ten (10) existing bridge cum road/rail lines and three (3) (Signature Bridge, DMRC Bridge 

and Barapula extension phase III) which are under construction. These bridges, most of which are bridge 

cum cross embankments in the river, have effectively frozen the river’s channel and its meander and sub 

divided the river zone into a number of sections. These inhibit the free downstream flow of flood period 

water and result in avoidable flood water impoundment. 

Resulting from the city’s natural topography the west bank of the river is higher than the east bank. A 

number of bathing ghats (32) marked the river front on the west bank, the most famous of which are 
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the Nigam Bodh and the Qudsia ghats. An extension of the Red fort in Salimgarh fort finds a place in the 

river, immediately south of the popular Yamuna Bazar, which houses the Nigam Bodh ghat. Nigam Bodh 

ghat has a mythological aura around it as legends have it that Lord Brahma recovered his lost memory 

(bodh) of the Vedas (Nigam) on taking a dip in river Yamuna at this place.    

Four power plants (Raj Ghat, Indraprastha, Pragati I and II) and their fly ash dumps were located in the 

past within the active flood plain on the west bank of the river. This was when the polluting and other 

adverse impacts of the power plants and the fly ash dumps on the river system were not understood. 

Presently Indraprastha Power plant has been closed down, while the Pragati Power plants have been 

converted to gas. Raj Ghat power plant remains operational but is likely to close down soon. 

The natural topography of the city has resulted in a number of storm water drains (201) to collect and 

convey storm run off from the city into the river in form of 22 outfalls (drains). Najafgarh (including 

Supplementary) and the Barapula Drains in the west and the Shahdara Drain in the east are the most 

notable of them. Over a period of time as the city has grown, most of these storm water drains have 

begun to also carry sewage and industrial effluents resulting in pollution of the river to no end.    

A Tibetan refugee colony called as the Majnu Ka Tila and a Sikh Gurudwara have come up on the west 

bank right next to the river’s active channel.     

Since the 1980s at least three advance / forward bunds well into the active flood plain (two in the 

Northern stretch and one (Akshardham bund) in the Central stretch) have badly compromised the 

integrity of the river bed, narrowed the flood way and resulted in construction of permanent structures 

(Akshardham and CWG village and allied structures) behind the advance bunds.       

During and subsequently the 1990s at least two depot, stations and residential and commercial 

properties (Shastri Park and Yamuna Bank) of the DMRC have come up deep into the active flood plain 

of the river.  

Opposite the Millennium Park, on the west bank in the active flood plain a bus depot raised by the DTC 

astride a fly ash dump for meeting the parking needs of the buses meant for athletes and officials 

attending the CW games and residing in the CWG village is currently in the process of High Court 

directed relocation. Nearby exists a plant nursery of the Forest Department of NCT of Delhi, a CRPF 

camp and a CNG filling station.     

Active flood plain in the west bank opposite the Sarai Kale Khan village has seen degradation in form of 

an unauthorised debris and municipal waste dump yard, a filling station, a Delhi Transco complex, land 

for a STP and an electric crematorium (raised as part of the Yamuna Action Plan) and a number of 

batching plants to construct pre-fab concrete structures for use by the DMRC and the PWD. 

South of the DND expressway, the Ring Road having taken a westward turn ceases to act as a marginal 

bund. Resultantly a number of unauthorised colonies (Joga bai and Batla House extension etc) well into 

the active river bed have mushroomed. A road called as the Kalindi Bye pass is planned at this location.  
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There is extensive flood plain farming by contract farmers hired by two farmer’s co-operative societies 

namely Dilli Peasant Co-operative Society and Jhil Kharanja Milk Producers Society going on all over this 

stretch. There are also a number of private plant nurseries being run at different locations in this 

stretch.   

Observations: 

 Various locations in the Central zone were visited on 3 and 4 October 2015. Following were the 

observations: 

Mayur Vihar stretch of the DND flyway 

1. Presently some unorganized and supposedly unauthorized activities such as dairy activities are 

being carried out under the space in culvert below the Mayur Vihar stretch of the DND Flyover 

which was meant for floodwater spread and flow.  

2. The water spread area on both sides of the DND flyover in this area is infested with water hyacinth 

and other aquatic/terrestrial weeds. (Pic 12, 13) This is possibly because of local pollution from the 

large number of cattle as well as polluted water coming from Hindon Cut.  

    

  Pic 12: water body near DND flyway                        Pic 13: Water body chocked with hyacinth   

   

3. There is a huge tract of wetlands behind the Left Guide bund of DND and the whole area is 

apparently heavily silted up.  

Flood plain across Ring Road opposite Sarai kale Khan 

4. The Barapula drain at the point where Phase–II clover of flyover is under construction, has large 

amount of untreated sewage passing into the River. We were told that the sewage treatment in the 

catchment of Barapula drain will only be taken up by DJB in the Phase-II of the NGT plan. It was also 

informed by DJB Officer (Water) telephonically that they have started trapping sewage at Krishi 
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Vihar and Nizamuddin. Later, they plan to stop mixing of sewage with storm water. DJB plans to 

divert this sewage to Okhla STP after which it is informed that the Barapulla Drain will not receive 

any sewage and carry only storm water. Sewers are also proposed to be installed in unsewered 

areas in the Barapulla drain catchment. Work has reportedly been started in Mehrauli area. 

5. We observed that the area around Barapulla drain (Pic 14, 15) has a characteristic of wetland with 

typical wetland vegetation even at this time of the year. 

 

   

Pic 14, 15: Mouth of the Barapula drain as it enters the river zone & vegetation around it 

 

6. There are a few hutments in the area. It appears the people have been using the area for seasonal 

farming. 

7. Nearby is the Delhi Transco complex, which it is observed is also being used by AFCONS as batching 

plant site. There are at least 3 large dumps of debris and other Solid waste adjoining this complex. 

8. On travelling further towards the River where the river forms a large side channel that rejoins a 

little downstream, we observed that the M/s L & T (Contractor for PWD) has started heavy work for 

Barapulla Phase – III elevated corridor over the river zone, joining Ring Road with Mayur Vihar. In 

this area, Well foundation is being prepared. It has been seen that the channel has been completely 

obstructed by filling and compacting land which is nearly 35-40m wide. (Pic 16,17) This has been 

done right upto the main channel. The second Well Foundation is being prepared right at the 

margin of the side channel. Dumping of fresh earth and debris was going on while the team was 

there. No officer from L& T could be contacted. 
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Pic 16,17 : Chocked river channel by L&T 

 

DND flyover on either side up to the Toll gate 

9. It was found that a 2.5 m dia pipe was laid under the road near public conveniences, that connects 

to the southern side. Kutcha road passing through the pipe is used as an access by nearby people.  

10.  Throughout the DND flyover there is no other passage except the culvert which provides passage 

to water discharged by the Hindon Cut Canal. 

11.  We examined the area south of DND towards Maharani Bagh from near the Guide Bund. The area 

is proposed for Floodplain wetlands but there appears to be a problem in protecting it against 

encroachments because no fencing could be readily made.  

Area between Samadhi complex and Rajghat Bye pass Road starting from Rajghat Power Plant till the 

abandoned electric crematorium 

12. It was found that there is a DTC bus depot and large tract of existing wetland as well as Flyash 

dumps in this area.  

13.  Beyond this, is the abandoned electric crematorium. 

14.  It was also noticed that there were one or two small pipes/ opening laid under the road to connect 

the two sides of the floodplain which seemed to be inadequate. 

Zone O area around Yamuna Bazar (Between Ring Road and the river) 

15. It was reported that there are total 32 ghats along the River between Qudsia Ghat and Old Railway 

Bridge. The ghats are in dilapidated state and the water is highly polluted with sewage. Waste 

water enters the river here through the Mori Gate/ Moat drain, next to Ghat no.23. (Pic 18,19)  The 
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water also seems to be nearly stagnant in this section. The land belongs to DDA and it was reported 

that some existing buildings have old lease whereas the lease of others has expired.  

  

Pic 18, 19: Ghats and drain at Yamuna Bazar (Nigambodh Ghat) 

 

16.  There are a number of Gas godowns in this area. Few patches have been developed as parks by 

DDA. There is a crematorium at Nigambodh Ghat. There is a small plot of land where Parmanand 

Blind Relief Hospital is under construction adjacent to the Ring Road. The area has its mythological, 

religious and social importance and requires a thoughtful redevelopment. 

Golden Jubilee Park Phase-I downstream of Old Railway Bridge 

17.  Here, the Shanti Van drain enters by the side of this Byepass road and has a regulator.  

18.  We followed the drain right up to the main river channel and it was observed that the waste water 

passing through the kutcha drain had significant visual improvement at the outfall point. 

19.  All along the drain there is a wide zone of wetland vegetation. We also observed large number of 

small patches of freshly deposited sand interspersed between the grasses. 

20.  We also examined one of the wetlands created in a depressed area with clear water and luxuriant 

growth of aquatic vegetation and fish.  

21.  We further examined a bamboo shelter built two years ago. 

Defunct Indraprastha thermal power Station area  

22. The main building lies abandoned. The area once used as a coal depot was being developed for 

the setting up of a 3-MW solar power farm through SECI. 
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The entire central zone can be sub divided into 4 distinct sections.  

These are Section 1 from Wazirabad barrage till Old railway Bridge (ORB); Section 2 from Old railway 

Bridge till ITO Barrage; Section 3 from ITO Barrage till HNZ Bridge and Section 4 from HNZ Bridge till 

Okhla Barrage.   

Section 1 (Wazirabad – ORB bridge)   

                   

                                                                           Google image (Wazirabad – ORB) 

Yellow color – Roads & Bridges; Gold color – Ghats; Red color – Unauthorised colonies (Majnu Ka Tila);  
Brown color – DMRC depot ; Crimson color – Old villages; Blue color – Potential water bodies 
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West Bank 

The river flows close to the Ring Road and the flood plain is a narrow strip. Two unauthorised colonies 

belonging to the Tibetan refugees (Majnu Ka Tila and Qudsia Monastry), a Gurudwara and Qudsia ghat 

lie in this narrow strip. Rest of the strip is under forest. The two drains (Najafgarh and Supplementary) 

join the river. Construction of Signature Bridge is underway. A ghat (Sur Ghat) has been constructed 

under the Yamuna Action Plan. 

Number of traditional ghats (32) dot the area called as the Yamuna bazaar. Most famous of these is the 

Qudsia and the Nigam Bodh ghat, where a public crematorium also exists.  

East Bank 

Shahdara bund (Eastern Marginal Bund) marks the boundary of the river zone. There is significant flood 

plain available where notable features are two small villages (Garhi Mandu and Usmanpur), extensive 

tree plantations, number of natural water bodies and agricultural farming. There is a power distribution 

station located well within the flood plain. Construction works of Signature Bridge are underway.   

Large chunk of active flood plain has been utilised by the Shastri park DMRC depot, residential and 

commercial properties.  

Recommendations: 

a. Sur ghat which is a concrete structure needs to be made more natural. 

b. Impact of the Tibetan refugee colony; Monastry and the Gurudwara on the river needs to be 

assessed and suitable actions with the interest of river in mind taken.   

c.  Forested patch requires to be protected against ingress and encroachments. 

d. Area around the Signature Bridge offers recreational opportunities. But any development that 

cannot withstand inundation ranging from a few days to a month during the high floods should 

not be planned. No development that hinders environmental flow of the river should be 

permitted.  

e. The two villages (Garhi Mandu and Usmanpur) in the flood plain go under water every time 

there is a high flood. People in these villages need to be convinced that it is in their interest to 

shift out of the river zone and the DDA need to offer them suitable alternate sites for relocation. 

f. Relocation of the power distribution station out of the flood plain be explored. 

g. The existing water bodies need to be expanded and developed as flood plain water bodies cum 

recreational centres.        

h. Unused land (15 ha) in possession of the DMRC in the river bed shall be dredged back to the 

river bed level and returned to the river so that the flood waters have sufficient space to spread 

and the avoidable pressure onto the Old railway Bridge during high floods could be reduced.  
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Google image showing the location of the DMRC complex at Shastri Park in east bank 

a. Qudsia ghat needs careful restoration to its original and traditional state.  

b. The area around Nigambodh Ghat between the River and the Ring Road needs to be 

redeveloped keeping in mind the social, religious and mythological significance of the site. 

Institutions like INTACH, Aga Khan Foundation etc could be involved. 

 

Google image showing Yamuna Bazaar (Nigam Bodh Ghat and other ghats) 
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Section 2 (ORB Bridge – ITO barrage cum Bridge)        

 

Google image (ORB – ITO Barrage) 

Orange color – Salimgarh fort; Red color – Power plant area; Crimson color – Golden Jubilee park 
Brown color – Samadhies, Gandhi Darshan complex, Sports stadiums, Delhi secretariat etc;  
Blue color – Existing and potential water bodies; Yellow color – Roads, bridges 
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The river meanders sharply from west to east and then back creating a vast flood plain on its west bank.  

Three bridges over the river namely Old railway cum Road Bridge, Geeta Colony Bridge and ITO barrage 

cum bridge lie in this section. Ring Road forms the western boundary, while the eastern Marginal bund 

Road forms the eastern boundary. During the CW Games in 2010, a Ring Road bye pass Road has been 

constructed in the west bank which has bifurcated the west bank flood plain.  

It is at the Old Railway Bridge (ORB) that the flood levels in the city are traditionally measured and 

recorded.   

West Bank 

Salimgarh fort is perhaps the only monument existing within the river zone. South of it are the Samadhi 

sthals in a series till the Raj Ghat.  

A power plant (Raj Ghat) is located here. South of the Raj Ghat are located Gandhi darshan and the 

sports venues (Velodrome, Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium) and the Asiad Sports Hostel (now used as the 

Delhi Secretariat). A Sewage Treatment Plant (STP), fly ash dump and a DTC bus depot also exists.  

East Bank 

A number of shanks (small cross bunds also called as thokars) as a flood protection measure exist. Few 

natural water bodies have been formed between the shanks. Traditional farming and some plant 

nurseries are located. A local cremation ground exist on the river bank.  

It is from here that huge amount of solid waste (including construction debris) which had been illegally 

dumped has been removed under the directions of the Hon’ble NGT in OA No 6 of 2012.   

Recommendations: 

1. At the present Golden Jubilee park, about 100-150m wide green belt along the Byepass road 

should be developed as a green belt with appropriate facilities like walkways, visitor shelter etc.  

2. The rest of floodplain area under the present Golden jubilee Park ahead of this green belt 

should be restored to a natural floodplain wetland system with floodwater retention capability. 

Apparently lot of construction debris lies buried under this area from the time of JJ Cluster 

removal which must be removed entirely so that the original River level may be reached in the 

entire area. The existing wetland should be retained.  

3. A wide belt of treatment wetlands should be developed along the Shanti Van drain from the 

Byepass Road to the confluence of the drain to the river.  

4. The flyash dumps of the Rajghat Power Plant have to be completely removed and the area 

should be detoxified. Similarly the abandoned electric crematorium must be demolished and 
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completely removed. The area from Rajghat Power plant up to abandoned Electric Crematorium 

may be restored and developed as a wetland complex with appropriate recreational facilities. 

This wetland complex should be provided with adequate connections under the road with the 

riverside floodplain for free passage of floodwaters. 

 

 

Google image showing Raj Ghat Power Plant, Bus Depot, Gandhi Smriti, Sports venues and Delhi Secretariat  

5. No more construction or densification in the flood plain around Gandhi darshan or the sports 

venues or the Delhi Secretariat shall be permitted.  

6. Suitable openings shall be made in the Ring Road Bye Pass road for the spread of the flood 

waters during high to very high floods so that unnecessary pressure from the narrowing of the 

flood way on the eastern Marginal bund and its possible breach could be prevented.   

7. The natural water bodies between the shanks shall be restored and developed as recreational 

spots.  
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 Section 3 (ITO Bridge – HNZ Bridge)  

                                                                                     
Google Image (ITO Barrage – HNZ Bridge) 

Red color – Power plants; Orange color – DMRC depot, residences; Purple color – Akshardham & CWG 

village complex; Crimson color – DTC bus depot; Brown color – CRPF camp; Blue color – potential water 

bodies 
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The river channel meanders westwards towards the Ring Road here. 

Ring Road forms the western margin and the Eastern Marginal Bund (NOIDA Link Road) forms the 

eastern margin of the river. (Google image)  

This section of the river has seen the most interventions into the active flood plain, reducing significantly 

its flood way. Four bridges (ITO Bridge, Yamuna Bank Metro Bridge, New railway Bridge and HNZ Bridge) 

lie here.  

An advance bund (Akshardham bund) joining the HNZ Bridge road and the railroad was raised in early 

2000. This and the guide bunds of the four bridges have significantly reduced the flood way of the river. 

 West Bank   

Three thermal Power Plants (Indraprastha, Pragati I and II) lie here in the active flood plain. While the 

Indraprastha Power Plant has been shut the other two have been converted to Gas. (Google Image) 

South of the power plants again in the river’s active flood plain are located their fly ash ponds. The land 

of the fly ash pond in 2010 was converted by the DTC into a Bus parking for use during the CWG 2010.  

There is also a government Plants Nursery, a CRPF camp, a CNG filling station and a private Fly Ash brick 

manufacturing plant (since closed). 

East Bank 

Yamuna Bank Metro complex (Depot, station and residential property) (Google Image) has been 

constructed in the river’s active flood plain.  

Akshardham complex and Commonwealth Games Village complex and Metro Station and line stand in 

the flood plain behind the advance bund. (Google image). 

Rest of the flood plain is under a large forest patch as well as agricultural farming and private plant 

nurseries.     
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Recommendations: 

1. The large building of the now closed Indraprastha Power Plant may not be dismantled. It could 

be used imaginatively as a museum or a gallery. Govt of Delhi and the DDA may take steps to 

involve urban planners and public at large for suggestions on the same.  

 
Google image of Indraprastha Power Plant land    

2. The CRPF camp, the CNG filling station, the old fly ash Brick plant as well as the Bus depot 

standing over previous fly ash ponds shall be removed, detoxified and converted into a forest 

cum public park, where public could experience the river at close distance. The Bus depot is 

already under High Court directed relocation. 

 
Google image of the west bank showing the govt plant nursey, CRPF camp, Fly ash brick plant and the Bus Depot   
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3. In the east bank the existing forest shall be enriched through plantations of river Yamuna native 

species. 

4. There are suitable spaces for a flood plain water body cum recreational sites north & south of 

the residential towers of the DMRC and north of the new railway line.   

5. In the remaining flood plain only organic farming shall be permitted under strict regulations.   

Section 4 (HNZ Bridge – Okhla Barrage) 

 
                                                          Google Image (HNZ bridge – Okhla Barrage) 

Blue color – potential water bodies & drain mouth wetlands; Red color – Rajiv Gandhi Smriti Van; 
Green color – Okhla Bird Park; Orange color – Delhi Transco complex; Brown color – Unauthorised 
colonies; Yellow color – roads, bridge, barrage   
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Ring Road forms the river margin on part of west bank and NOIDA link road likewise form river margin 

on part of the east bank. This is because while the Ring Road on the west bank has taken a sudden west 

wards turn and hence forth is not aligned along the river, the NOIDA link road ends at the Delhi – UP 

border and the inter-state border then enters the river bed, with middle of the river forming the 

interstate boundary.  

This section sees perhaps the widest as well as the narrowest width of the flood plain.  

There are three existing bridges (HNZ Bridge, DND Expressway and Okhla Barrage cum Road) and two 

bridges (DMRC and Barapula Extension phase III) are under construction.    

West Bank: 

The designated land use as per the Master Plan of Delhi (MPD 2021) from HNZ bridge till the point 

where the Barapula Drain meets the river is ‘green’.  

The stretch opposite the Sarai Kale Khan is earmarked for Smriti Van as well as a Lotus pond. But the site 

has been under the use of DMRC since 2002 for a batching plant. The site is also having an elevated 

Metro line turning underground here.  

An electric Crematorium and land for an STP under the Yamuna Action Plan exists. 

An unauthorised Filling Station as well as a mound of dumped solid waste (including construction debris) 

exists. 

The Barapula Elevated road (Phase I) over the Barapula Drain has some portion within the flood plain. 

The extension of the Barapula Elevated Road (Phase III) till Mayur Vihar across the river is under 

construction.  

An 18 ha plot well within the active flood plain of the river is under the occupation of the Delhi Transco. 

There are unauthorised human settlements well within the active river bed in Zone O (river zone) till the 

Okhla Barrage on the south of the DND expressway.   

A road called as Kalindi Bye Pass as an extension of the Ring Road along the river bank is planned.  

East Bank: 

The entire flood plain on the East Bank is under agricultural farming.  

There are some hutments of the Chilla Khadar village. 

Hindon cut canal meets the river at Chilla Regulator and then forms the inter-state border between NCT 

of Delhi and UP. 

Hindon cut waters forms a natural water body close to the Mayur Vihar branch of the DND expressway.  

The flood plain within UP till the Okhla Barrage constitutes the Okhla Bird Sanctuary.  

Recommendations: 

1. The DMRC batching plants shall be discontinued and the Smriti Van shall be developed with 

vegetation typical of the river Yamuna. 

2. The unauthorised filling station shall be closed. 

3.  Efforts shall be made to relocate the Delhi Transco complex away from the river bed. 

4. The original drainage of the Barapula Drain shall be restored by enlarging the opening in the 

embanked road of the DND expressway.   
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5. A treatment wetland system needs to be developed in the area available along the Barapula 

drain between the Ring Road right up to the confluence of the River. These will be required even 

after the sewage has been diverted from the drain.  

6. The ongoing construction activity by L & T has to be stopped forthwith pending the review of 

methodology being used for construction of Barapula Phase III elevated corridor. Filling already 

done in the river’s side channel has to be completely removed and the area restored 

immediately.  

7. The chemical agricultural activity by the people in the Floodplain in this area has to be stopped.  

8. The manner in which land has been given to AFCONS should be investigated and its use for 

Batching Plant should be restricted.  

9. The hutments near the flyover under construction should be removed.  

10. The present pipes laid under the flyover to connect the floodplain on either side of DND are 

grossly inadequate to allow free flow of water. It is suggested that several culverts should be 

provided taking into account the morphology of floodplain and flow direction of the River.  

11. It would be necessary to request the police force at the site for at least a fortnight during which 

the entire area of wetland south of DND and near Maharani Bagh can be successfully fenced. 

12. The area downstream of the DND expressway on the west bank shall be developed as a 

Biodiversity Park.    

 

     
Google image showing the west bank and the mouth of the Barapula Drain and its original drainage 

channel. Approximate alignment of the Kalindi Bye pass road can also be seen. The site for Biodiversity 

Park is also seen.  

 

13. All structures in the west bank that fall within 25 yr flood line shall be removed.     

14. Two water bodies shall be developed on either side of the Mayur Vihar branch of the DND 

flyover. The wetlands on either side of the DND flyover must be restored and the area must be 

made free of all unauthorized activities.  
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15. It is also suggested that the inner portion of DND wetland which is cut off from the Main 

Channel because of the Flyover can be made accessible to the Public after proper restoration 

and development. The connectivity between the River and wetland should be improved by 

having additional connectivity introduced at some appropriate locations.  

16. The Left Guide bund connected to this wetland can be utilized to facilitate public access by 

developing a walkway after exploring feasibility of connecting this area with nearby parking lot 

near District Centre. 

 

 
Google image of the East Bank showing the flood plain under agricultural farming and the 

two natural water bodies on either side of the Mayur Vihar branch of the DND expressway 
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 SOUTHERN STRETCH: 

This stretch covers a brief 4 km downstream from the Okhla Barrage till the village Jaitpur, where lay the 

inter-state border between NCT of Delhi and Haryana. River forms the inter-state border between NCT 

of Delhi (west bank) and UP (east bank).  

It can be seen from the Google image that the Advance bunds created both in Delhi and in UP have 

significantly narrowed the flood way. Resultantly large parts of the original flood plain have gone under 

human habitation. 

                                                                      
Google Image (Okhla barrage – Jaitpur village) 

Red color – advance bunds created both by NCT of Delhi (West bank) and UP (east bank); 
Orange color – Fly ash pond in river flood plain of Badarpur Power Plant;  
Crimson color with cross lines – recent unauthorised constructions; 
Yellow color – Roads and barrage  
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Observations 

Area was visited on 3 October 2015. 

1. The area along the RMB (right marginal bund) immediately downstream of the Okhla barrage 
was badly encroached upon by dumping of solid wastes as well as excavated soil which has 
largely destroyed the active floodplain. This is the segment which we are told belongs to the UP 
Irrigation Department and the dumping has been done by DMRC.  
 

 
Pic 20 : Dumping by DMRC in flood plain 

 
2. The next segment of floodplain which belongs to Delhi Development Authority (DDA), was under 

intense agricultural activity, nursery and some pucca hutments.  
 

  
 
Pic 21, 22 : Agricultural activities & Farm house in DDA held flood plain 
 

3. Further down the RMB we were surprised to see the exacerbation of construction beyond the 
advanced marginal bund / outfall of Ali Drain that was observed and reported also by the Expert 
Committee in its Report of April 2014. The extent of encroachment has been phenomenal and it 
seems that the land has been filled up and sold systematically after demarcating plots and 
houses have been constructed up to less than 100 m of the active bank of the main river 
channel. (pics 23 - 26). We were told that the area belongs to Delhi Government (Revenue 
Department) and close to the Ali Drain to the Vasant village of Haryana and has been developed 
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by Javed Builders. The jurisdiction could not be confirmed but the entire floodplain between the 
river channel and the Advanced marginal bund has been brought under intensive construction.  

4. Even in other adjoining areas full scale construction is going on.  
5. There is a drain named the Ali Drain which is constantly carrying lot of sewage and also flyash 

from the Badarpur Thermal Power Plant into the Yamuna. 
 

   
 

Pic 23: Construction in active flood plain           Pic 24: Construction in flood plain across Ali Drain 
 

  
Pic 25, 26: Farm houses under development in active flood plain 

 
Recommendations: 

1. The 25 yr flood line shall be meticulously demarcated on both the banks and any structure lying 

within the same shall be removed.  

2. A representative of UP govt has stated that land immediate downstream of Okhla barrage and 

along the advance bund leading to Jaitpur village has been made available to DMRC only 

temporarily and that they are supposed to remove all the dumped material before handing over 

the land back to UP I&FC. However what is not clear at this time is that in the absence of any 

record of original levels of the floodplain area, how UP I & FC Deptt will ensure that the land has 

been restored to the original levels. Therefore, it is necessary to retrieve clarification on the 

levels in the Floodplain that were prevailing before the construction started and also, where the 

DMRC will take this material eventually.  
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3. The land belonging to DDA and Revenue Dept of NCT of Delhi and being used currently for 

agriculture and nurseries should be evacuated and be converted into Forest cum wetland 

immediately.  

4. The remaining land which is with Revenue Department of Delhi Government and has been 

encroached upon for construction activity should be immediately evacuated and also developed 

as Forest cum wetland.  

5. The unabated development activity next to Aali Drain which has been reported as land 

belonging to Haryana, should be evacuated immediately after demolition and removal of the 

dumped material and restored to the floodplain.  

6. It is urgent and necessary to involve the Govt of Haryana (and if need be UP as well) in this effort 

and ask them to get the floodplain restored which has been encroached upon by the builder/s.  

 

General Recommendations 

1. The aquatic weeds such as water hyacinth must be removed on top priority as its excessive 

growth and organic matter deposits are causing serious harm to water quality and biodiversity. 

The deepening, enlarging and creation of wetlands on the floodplain will have to be preceded 

by water hyacinth removal. Appropriate disposal strategies can be considered for the water 

hyacinth so that it does not become a problem elsewhere. 

2. Wherever the floodplain land is privately owned by farmers, the farmers should be persuaded 

and convinced to change the nature of their activities in the interest of the river and their own. 

It will be appropriate not to acquire the land from them but train them into alternate land use 

such as fish nurseries/fishing, and use of natural grass/vegetation for cattle. If the farmers are 

assured of maintaining their incomes and ownership of the resource in a different use regime, 

the floodplains can be restored in a win-win situation. 

3. We have observed that there are serious difficulties in securing coordination among the large 

number of agencies/departments, even in procuring the required information. For 

implementation of the restoration activities, any difficulty or problem in timely coordination 

will be a stumbling block and may cause failure. It is suggested that a separate, independent 

body (like authority) should be created to plan and execute the entire restoration programme 

for the River Zone in the NCR that involves three state governments.     
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Suggested Phasing of the Activities 

Phase 1: 

a. Removal of all encroachments from the active flood plain of the river. 

b. Development of various water bodies / drains outfall wetlands as marked in the plan. 

c. Conversion of all chemical agriculture in the flood plain into organic farming. 

d. Restoration of Qudsia and Nigambodh ghat region. 

e. Restoration and enrichment of all existing forests in the flood plain. 

f. Provision of statutory protection to the river zone (Zone O and adjoining areas in UP) 

g. Establishment of central authority to implement the river restoration/rejuvenation plan. 

 

       Phase 2: 

1. Selective dredging of the drains and river channel  

2. Detoxification of fly ash dumps and their restoration as flood plain / off river water bodies / 

public recreational spaces 

3. Closure of power plants and their vacated spaces to be returned to the river. 

4. Promotion of river friendly recreational activities to restore people – river links.   
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ANNEXURE I 

Elevation Model of the flood plain  
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ANNEXURE 2 
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J0INT SITE INSPECTION REPORT 
Dated: 07.07.2025 

Subject: Proposed Change of Landuse for land measuring approX. L.5 
hectares. (15000 sqm) along the Ring Road at Kalindi Aviral (Part-B) 

File No. LS/PROJ/0003/2022/ZN-O/-0/o DIRECTOR(LANDSCAPE) 

This is with reference to the land measuring 9.93 hectares (24.55 acres) that was 
temporarily allotted to PWD for the installation of a Batching Plant/Casting Yard in 
Connection with the construction of the Barapullah Elevated Road across River 
Yamuna (Phase-III), Out of this, a portion of land measuring approximately 1.5 
hectares (3.7 acres) as calculated on the satellite imagery, previously utilized Dy 
M/s Gawar Construction, located along Ring Road, has been acquired. 

As per the directions received from the office of Hon'ble Lt. Governor, the 
feasibility of developing a commercial setup in a portion of the Project Baansera 
site abuting the Ring Road is to be explored. 

In pursuance of the discussion held under the chairmanship of the Ld. Vice 
Chairman, DDA, and to initiate the case for change of land use, a joint site 
inspection was carried out on 07.07.2025 by officers from the Engineering, 
Horticulture, and Landscape Department. 

During the inspection, it was observed that the land parcel previously utilized by 
M/s Gawar Construction, measuring approximately 1.5 hectares (3.7 acres) along 

the Ring Road, appears feasible for commercial activities considering the site 
context, strategic location along a major arterial road, ease of access from multiple 

entry points, proximity to existing infrastructure, and potential for visibility and 
footfall. 

Raghvendra Prajapati 
Assistant Engineer 
Engineering, HCD-9 

Pradeep Maurya 
Assistant Director 
Horticulture, HD-9 

cr.o-2025 Mohammed Uzair 
Assistant Director 

Yamuna/ South - LS 

ANNEXURE-E
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