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From ruins to reading: Structure in Mehrauli

Vibha.Sharma

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Anunnamed mo-
nument, next to Chaumukha
Darwaza in the Mehrauli Ar-
chaeological Park (MAP),
which has forever stood wit-
hout any historical identifi-
cation, is now drawing visi-
tors because DDA has madea
reading room there.

The once dilapidated and
now restored structure is
opentoallforfreeand houses
a modest, vet engaging, col-
lection of books and board
gameslikechessand carrom.
The effort is aimed at encou-
raging families to spend mo-
retimeat heritage sites.

“The idea of restoring
the ruins was to give them a
fresh lease of life and ensure
their public use,” an official
said. “Restoration began
over a year ago and included
providing the site a red
sandstone floor, a repair of
the walls and staircases
usingtheoriginal material.”

Restoration and conser-
vation of the remaining

rtion of thestructure—in-
cluding the roof that had
completely collapsed —isun-
der way by following heri-
tage norms.

A temporary roof of red
sandstone slabs and beams is
being constructed that does
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not impose any structural lo-
adon the existing monument.
“While Chaumukha Dar-
waza falls under the jurisdic-
tion of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), the ad-
joining, lesser-known strue-
ture is being restored by
DDA,"” an official said. “The
project involves multi-agen-
¢y coordination, the use of
traditional restoration tech-
niques, and improvements to
visitor infrastructure.”
Beyond monument-speci-
fic restoration, DDA has done
largescale development work
in the surrounding area, in-
cluding desilting of waterbo-
dies, the creation of pedestri-
an pathways, constructing si-

dewalls with small fountains,
landscaping and the removal
of encroachments.

These efforts are being
undertaken in coordination
withotheragenciestoenhan-
cethevisitorexperience whi-
le preserving the historical
character of the park.

To begin with, DDA deve-
loped a large lawn in front of
the reading corner building,
where visitors were seen bas-
king in the sun when TOI vi-
sited thesite on Tuesday,

Adjacent to this is a large
lake with multiple operatio-
nal fountains, adding to the
aesthetic appeal. Staff were
engaged In cleaning the lake

toimproveaerationand main-

tain biological oxygen de
mand (BOD) levels, while hor-
ticulture teams were planting
seasonal flowering plants ahe-
ad of thespring season.
“Sincethesiteisclosetoa
restaurantfacilityandthere-
cently restored Metcalf Boat
House, weekend footfall is
particularly high during
winters,” anofficial said,
“Earlier; this low-lying
area was in ruins, and water
from neighbouringlocalities
used to collect here before
draining into a dysfunctio-
nal waterbody. Now, pipeli-
nes laid beneath the lawns
channel water directly into
the lake, ensuring easy ac-
cess even during the monso-

on. During summers, footfall
increasesat nightas the park
remains open to the public
tillg.30pm.”

DDA hasalso installed de-
corative lights around the
restored structures, mak ing
the area visually striking at
night and popular among
photography enthusiasts.

The authority is current.
ly focusing on reviving seve-
ral key monuments within
MAP, including the Metcalf
Boat House, Qulj Khan's
Tomb, Balban's Tomb Comp-
lex, RajonkiBaoli, and Chay-
mukha Darwaza, as part of a
broader restoration ang con-
servationdriveacross the ar.
chaeological park.
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The New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) and the
Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) have
emerged as the top two
agencies under Delhi’s Green
Action Plan in 2025-26, with
" dtywide plantations crossing
around 53.7 lakh trees,
shrubs, and bamboo hedges

during the year.
During the Green Action
Plan 2025-26, NDMC

emerged as the largest con-
tributor among all greening
agencies in the city. It
planted more than 22.7 lakh
trees, shrubs, and bamboo
hedges, which was 11.7 lakh
more than its target of 11
lakh, according to a report.
The Green Action Plan 2025-
26 cycle will conclude with
the end of the financial year
on March 31, 2026.
The DDA followed as the
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second-largest contributor
in the same period, planting
around 7.63 lakh against a
target of 12 lakh, achieving
around G4 per cent of its
target, the data showed.

The Public Works
Department (PWD) planted
around 4.08 lakh against a
target of about 4.55 lakh,
achieving around 90 per cent
of the target, while the
Education Department
exceeded its target of 3.7
lakh by planting 4.04
lakh plants.

The Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD) planted
around 3.66 lakh against a
target of around 7.03 lakh,
achieving around 52 per
cent of its goal, while the
Delhi Cantonment Board
(DCB) recorded one of the
highest surpluses, planting
around 2.17 lakh, which was
around 1.77 lakh more than
its target of 41,000,

Among other agencies in

the top ten, the National
Highways Authority of India
planted 92,262, which was
5,262 more than its target of
87,000, while BSES Rajdhani
Power Limited planted
47,051, 51 more than its
target of 47,000, the
data showed.
_The Delhi State Industrial
“and Infrastructure Pevelo-

pment Corporation planted -

47,276 against a target of
85,000, achieving around
56 per cent, while the Forest
Department planted around
1.09 lakh against a target of
15.3 lakh, achieving about
seven per cent.

Overall, the Green Action
Plan 2025 “26 aimed to plant
around 70.82 lakh planta-
tions, of which around 53.71
lakh were implemented “ 76
per cent of the target.

Agency-led plantations
accounted for about 48.67
lakh against a target of
around 6138 lakh, achieving
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close to 79 per cent of the
target. Free sapling distrib-
ution stood at around 5.04
lakh against a target of
around 9.44 lakh, achieving
about 53 per cent.

As part of the plan, the
Forest Department's planta-
tion was divided across
four ranges Central, West,
South and North, with a
combined target of 15.3 lakh,
the data showed.

The South range, which
had the largest allocation of

' NDMC, DDA top Green Actioanlan with 53.7 lakh plantations

8.9 lakh, planted 91,570,
achieving about ten per cent
of its target. The Central
range planted 12,690 against
atarget of 70,000, achieving
around 18 per cent, the only
range to record a double-
digit percentage.

The North range planted
4,150 against a target of 23

2 _lakh, while the West range
- planted 316 against a target

of 3.4 lakh,.the figures
showed. The department’s
target for the year comprised
seven lakh trees, 6.5 |
akh shrubs, and 1.8 lakh
bamboo hedges.

Other agencies which con-
tributed to the city planta-
tion were the Central Public
Works Department, Delhi
]al Board, Higher Education
Department, North-Delhi
Power Limited, National
Thermal Power Corporation,
and Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board.

The Delhi Metro Rail

Corporation, Technical
Education Department,
Northern Railways, lrrigation
and Flood Control Depart-
ment, the Government of
the National Capital Territory
of Delhi, the Department of
Environment (Horticulture)
and the Delhi Transport
Corporation also did their
part. Together, these agen-
cies planted around 1.39
lakh trees and shrubs
against a combined target of
around 5.19 lakh.

The Green Action Plan
2024-25 also saw NDMC and
DDA leading in terms of
total plantation volumes.
During 2024-25, NDMC
planted around 8.65 lakh
against a target of around
11.121akh, achieving around
78 per cent of its target,
while DDA planted around
8.41,492 against a target of
around 10.2 1akh, achieving
about 82 per cent, according
to official data.
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" Wetland conservati()n rooted in

traditional knowledge: Experts

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Development Authorij
(DDA) marked World Wet-
lands Day 2026 at the Yamuna
Biodiversity Park (YBP) on
Sunday, underscoring the eco-
logical and cultura] signifi-
cance of wetlands in sustaining
urban life and mitigating
climate risks.

The event, held at the park’s
amphitheatre near a restored
wetland, was organised around
the global theme “Wetlands
and Traditional Knowledge:
Celebrating Cultura] Heri-
tage” Speakers emphasised
that wetland conservation has
long been embedded in tra-
ditional practices and is not
merely a contem porary envi-
ronmental concern,

Over 350 Pparticipants,
including students from sev-
eral Delhj University colleges,
researchers, academicians,

UPSC aspirans, Jjournalists,

Nature enthusiasts, represen-
tatives of local communities
and DDA officials, attended
the programme,

Addressing the gathering,
DDA Vice-Chairman Dr. N.
Saravana Kumar highlighted

the importance of Jand man-

agement and urban governance
in protecting cities from nat-
ural disasters such as floods,
He noted that nearly 15 per
cent of Delhi’s geographical
area comprises DDA-man-
aged parks open to the public,
and said the seven biodiversity
parks developed by DDA in
collaboration with the Centre

ay at Yamuna Biodiyp

ersity Park
ANAMTA FATIMA s, v for Environmental Manage-

ment of Degraded Ecosystems
(CEMDE), University of Delhi,
were significantly improving
the city’s environmenta] health.
He also referred to efforts to
remove encroachments from

the Yamuna floodplains and

develop ecological spaces such
as Baansera and Asita parks,
Professor C.R. Babu, ecol-

ogist and founder of the bio-

diversity parks initiati

Wwarned that more than 87%
of the world’s wetlands have
been lost, stressing that rivers

originate from wetlands and .

that their degradation threat-
ens planetary survival,
Officials emphasised public
awareness to curb littering and
promote responsible waste dis.
posal, while reviewing sanita-
tion equipment and manpower,
MCD said regular Zone-wise
Inspections help identify issues,
€nsure corrective action, and

maintain clean, safe public
Spaces across the city. .
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