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From 49 To 10k: %
DDA has broken records by selling 10,004 flats across categories and locations in 2025-26, even with more than one
and a half months remaining in the current financial year, reports Vibha Sharma. The previous high was over 8,500
in 2024-25. The authority targets to sell 11,000 flats this financial year, Majority sales were recorded in Narela.
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DDA park stabbings: 9 minors among Il nabbe
ETWO tabbed to death following an argument  (West). Based on his disclosure, four other
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f DDA Roshanara Club admits 660+

_lifetime members after reopening '

ANAMTA FATIMA

NEW DELHI: More than 600
individuals have been granted
Lifetime Membership of the
historic DDA Roshanara
Club, marking a significant
expansion of its membership
base following its restoration
and reopening.

Of the newly approved
members, 339 belong to
the Non-Government cate-
gory while 298 are from the
Government category. The
complete list is expected to
be uploaded on the official
website shortly.

The move offers sports
enthusiasts and  heri-
tage admirers an oppor-
tunity to be part of one of

Delhi’s oldest and most pres-
tigious institutions.

Members will have access
to a range of facilities, includ-
ing the recently introduced
Club House equipped with
food and beverage services, a
card room, and a gymnasium,
All amenities will be available
to members and their depen-
dents, and each member may
host up to six guests.

Spread across 22 acres in
North Delhi, the Roshanara
Club has undergone exten-
sive restoration. Indoor facil-
ities include a reception area,
lounge, dining hall, banquet
space, library, swimming pool,
fitness centre, squash and bad-
minton courts, and wellness
amenities such as yoga, sauna

and stearn areas. Qutdoor
infrastructure features grass,
clay and synthetic tennis
courts, cricket grounds with
practice pitches, mini foot-
ball and basketball zones, and
a jogger’s park.

Particular emphasis has
been placed on preserving the
club’s architectural heritage,
including  European-style
doors and windows, Man-
galore tiled roofing, wooden
trusses, and refurbished
antique chandeliers,

The century-old club,
associated with the early his-
tory of Indian cricket and the
formation of the BCCI, was
taken over by the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority in Septem-
ber 2023,
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_ Parks to spring back with tales and trails

Vibha.Sharma

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Spring is just be-
ginning to stir in the capital,
and with it comes a festival
that will no longer be confi-
ned to one corner of thecity.

The 2026 edition of
Palaash Mahotsav is set to
unfold asa multi-park experi-
ence—from Ashok Vihar to
Narela, the Yamuna river-
front to Jasola—each space
reimagined with its own
narrative of ecology, culture
and community.

Scheduled from Feb 14 to
16, the festival is being
curated under the guidance
of lieutenant governor VK
Saxena, with Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA junder-
taking preparations across
four distinct landscape-
s—Ashoka Garden, Smriti
Van, Baansera, and Lala
Hardayal Park.

Officials said the mahot-
sav will go beyond a conven-
tional flower show, offering
visitorsan immersive experi-
ence. “Each venue will be di-
vided into thematic sections
with activities, nature trails
and community programmes
to make the event more enga-
ging,” an official said.

In Ashok Vihar, the theme
‘Virasat-e-Hariyali' will cele-
brate Delhi's green heritage.
Thepark willhosta ‘livingar-
chive’ of flora traditionally
nurtured in the city,
alongside curated displays
titled ‘Tapestry of Blooms'.
Nurseries will line a dedica-
ted ‘Heritage Marketplace’,
offering native saplings and
seasonal plants.

Officials said public parti-
cipation will be encouraged
through floral rangoli displa-
ys, painting competitions,
cultural performances ang.l
regional food counters, ai-

Floral installations from past yeérsl '

saplings

Palaash Mahotsav 2026 to be held from
Feb 14-16 across four district parks,
each with an independent theme

THEMES BY VENUE
(@ Ashoka Garden | Virasat-e-Hariyali
@ Ssmriti Van, Narela | Jeevantarang Van
() Baansera | Neerangan Yamuna -
Yamuna's Green Revival
© Lala Hardayal Park, Jasola | Hariyali
Sangam - Community & Nature in
Harmony

Timings
Approximately
10am to sunset

Entry and
parking to be
ticketed

> Event to feature thematically curated
Iand_scapes, floral installations and
horticultural displays

> Cultural performances, eco-activities,
workshops and competitions such as
rangoli/floral art, storytelling and
heritage walks

> Focus on community and family-
oriented experiences, including organic
food stalls and educational exhibits

> Nurseries roped in to set up dedicateq
stalls selling seasonal plants and native

med at linking the city's heri-
tage with contemporary
community life.

The ‘Jeevantarang Van'
theme at Smriti Van in Nare-
la is being envisioned as a
tranquil experiential zone,
featuring the Jeevan Tarang
Trail, a guided walk through
seasonal canopy zones. Biodi-
versity showcases will high-
light native plant species,
while interactive eco-lear-
ning corners will explain
concepts such as conserva-
tionand ecological balance,

“Designed as a calm sanc-

tuary, this venue will offer an
immersive experience for vi-
sitors,” another official said.

At bamboo-themed park
Baansera, ‘Neerangan Yamu-
na — Yamuna's Green Revi-
val’ will focus on the ecologi-
cal restoration of the river-
front. Designed to place the
Yamuna at the centre of pub-
lic discourse as a critical ur-
ban lifeline, the venue will
use horticultural storytel-
ling to demonstrate princi-
ples of river rejuvenation,
sustainable landscape plan-
ningand efforts.

Visitors can explore bam-
boo trails that illustrate the
plant’s role in cooling, soil
stabilisation and sustainable
design. Restoration exhibits
will trace how damaged
landscapes can be revived
through ecological planning.
‘Scenic riverfront reflection
points' will offer views of the
River Yamuna while narra-
ting the park’s transforma-
tion journey.

Lala Hardayal Park in Ja-
sola will host ‘Hariyali Sang-
am — Community and Natu-

re in Harmony"; positioning

e ——

itas ashared neighbourp
green hub. With cylt
shows, workshops angd eco
activities, it will highljgp,
everyday roleof green space;
inu{l;bainwellbeing.
esignated section

feature ‘Sangam Gat]fegnm
Spaces' for sogj g
Interaction, simple ng, 4
showcases and communp;
focused activities for chﬂt)-.
renand families, a-

With a nominal e
the festival pmmisq; tt?' fee,
visual treat and an enrjop,. 2
experience,saidomcm&hing
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'GREEN EXPO’ AT
BAANSERA PARK
FROM FEB 14-15

Yug Singh Chauhan
hmpodermhindumntimesmm

NEW DELHE: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) is set to

the ina Green Expoat

host

Baansera Park from February

14-15, focusing 0Of climate

chan

development, officials said.

The two-

{naugurated by licutenant gover-

nor VK 5axend, with a welcome

address by the DDA vice-chair-
It will feature panel

sions and e

senior officials and experts on

how Indian cities can transform

theexpanslon-l development

s climaté resil-

ward
model 0 ar|og|c3| restoration. 8

ge and streamlining urban |

day event will. be |..

xpert sessions with [p
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- DDA GreenExpo
26 setto outline |
people centric,
climate-first

vision for Delhi

- .. NEWDELHE: The Delhi Devel- | -
-/ ‘opment Authority (DDA) is | %N .
i v settohostits first-ever Green | . . ' Vg
°  ExpoatBaanseraPark,withthe = . : £, v
-theme_oftransiﬁoning Indian | g s
_ . cities towards people-centric = .
e el Y ek planning. The ysummit . -
R g " .+ onFebruary 14 and 15 will be
NSRRI i " inaugurated by Lt Governor VK

* - Saxend, where the land-owning
' agency will be inviting senior |
*. policy makers and development |
.- leaders in the field of climate |
*; resilience and ecological resto- [
- ration, DDA said in a statement |
" on Thursday, |
The Expo will feature panel .
*." discussions themed around how
.. Indian cities can transition from
. [ expansion-led development |
“up, models towards people-cen-
"] tric planning, they said.
.l The summit will also hold
' sessions addressing some of ,
.-, the pressing urban challenges, .
T ‘" including extreme heat, flood
£ a7 0T resilience, nature-based infra-
e .0 structure, circular food systems,
.., and innovative financing for -
Sl oLt T greencities, the statement said,
L e Among the flagship dis- |
G : S L. cussions is “Building Cli-
FT e KO 8 = Ut i, mate-Ready Cities Through
greae . sy 4 " .- . Nature-Based Infrastructure”

e . _ : . which will examine how urban
fhobitpbes WL e DR forcsts.restoredﬂoodplains.and
Ll ' biodiversity corridors can func-
.- tion as essential climate infra-
A et . o structure, it added.
R GO e A special discussion with
= ' environmental advocates
.o =+ Swami Prem Parivartan, pop-

- - ularly known as “Peepal Baba*

and Ramveer Tanwar, widely
... referredtoasthe “Pond Man of |
“,+* India,” will focus on how com-

** munity engagement and behav- : ; P e
ioural change can help restore . —
urban ecosystems. MPOST ' ; R
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