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Around 30 people took the hot air balloon ride on
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Grounded hot air balloon
rides now a reality in Delhi

Snehil Sinha

snehil.sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) on Sat-
urday kicked off the hot air bal-
loon rides for the first time in
the national Capital from the
Asita East park. The public was
invited to board tethered bal-
loon soaring up to heights of
100-150 feet to offer panoramic
views of the rejuvenated
Yamuna floodplain, city skyline
and surrounding green spaces,

Officials said around 30 peo-
ple took the ride on Saturday.
Locals who took the ride on
Saturday said they could have a

bird’s eye view of the Yamuna,
Humayun's Tomb, Sunder Nur-
sery and Akshardham Temple.

A DDA official said, “We
have only started Asita for now
and Baansera will be started in
the next few days. We saw good
response and there is excite-
ment about the new activity
among people from not just
Delhi but across NCR.”

Each ride lasts around 10
minutes and costs 33,000 along
with the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) per rider. On Satur-
day, however, the prices were
setat 32,360 per ride, A basket
can take 3-5 riders at a time,
along with the pilot or a larger

basket for 8-10 people, depend-
ing on demand. The rides will
remain open from 3.30pm to
7pm everyday.

Lieutenant governor VK Sax-
ena had flagged-off the tria)
earlier this week at Baanserj
Park. F

The balloon rides are teth-
ered, which means they are
secured to the ground by four
ropes, each capable of bearing
several tonnes to ensure safety,
According to the DDA, opera-
tions will run four hours a day
initially. The duration and
number of sessions may be
increased later, depending on
public response, %
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" DDA to launch hot-air
balloon rides for public

Starts today: Trips would range from v to 12 minutes

NEW DELHI: Delhiites can
experience the hot-air bal-
loon rides from Saturday at
Delhi Development Authori-
ty’s (DDA) Banseera Park near
the Sarai Kale Khan area, offi-
cials said.

Earlier this week, Lt Gov-
ernor VK Saxena launched the
facility from Banseera Park.

“The rides will be launched
for the public from Banseera
Park around 3:30 pm,” a DDA
official said on Friday.

In July, the DDA had final-
ised a private agency to con-
duet these activities at four
locations, including the
Yamuna Sports Complex, the
Commonwealth Games sports
complexes, and two other sites
along the Yamuna Bank at
Asita and Baansera. The facility
will be available from Saturday,
and the ticket will be Rs 3,000
per person, excluding taxes, f?r
a ride around 120 feet in the air.

6‘ According to officials, each day, four
hours of flying time will be allowed ,,

The trips would range from
seven to 12 minutes, with each
ride having a holding capac-
ity of four people, the officials
added. According to the offi-
cials, each day, four hours of

on the balloons.

flying time will be allowed,
and the private company will
be operating this on a rev-
enue-sharing model, it will
also be allowed to advertise
MPOST
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- Min inspects dev works,
- orders faster completion

| NEW DELHI: Social Welfare

Minister Ravinder Indraj Singh

on Friday conducted a detailed

inspection of cleanliness and
development projects in Ward

27 Begumpur, accompanied by

Dreputy Mayor and local Coun-

cillor Shri Jai Bhagwan Yadav.

The visit focused on reviewing

ongoing work related to roads,

sewer lines, drains, culverts and
the local community building.
‘The Minister directed offi-
cials from the MCD, DDA,
|  Delhi Jal Board, PWD, Irriga-
| ‘'tion& Flood Control and DSI-
IDCto accelerate pending tasks
and complete them with full
adherence to quality standards.
He also instructed authorities
to expand the water supply
and sewer network in accor-
dance with the growing needs
of residents.

Indraj Singh said several
irregularities linked to the
previous government were
visible on the ground, noting
that many projects had either
been left incomplete or were
executed with signs of corrup-

tion. The inspection, he said,
was aimed at identifying gaps i
and ensuring timely corrective |8
measures to provide relief to
the public. b
Among the key directions g
issued, the DSITDC was asked |
to immediately finish the ongo-
ing road and drainage work
on Banke Bihari Road, while
the PWD was told to expe-
dite drain construction on
the main road. The Irrigation
and Flood Control Depart-
ment was instructed to priori-
tise completion of the culvert
work on Shamshan Road. He
also called for the pending elec- B
tricity connection at the com-
munity building to be resolved g
without delay. MeoST

DDA starts plan for redevelopment
of group housing and cooperatives

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Development Authority has
initiated its plan to take up a
comprehensive redevelopment
exercise of group housing com-
plexes, cooperative housing
societies, and complexes devel-
ed rnment agencies,
zpﬂich? lg:;e on Friday.

‘The authority plans to
redevelop these residential
areas in compliance with the

 safety rules in the Master Plan
of Delhi, 2021 and align these
| existing structures with the
'Transit Orlented Development

(TOD) policy.

According to the 2021 mas-
ter plan, TOD Is an innova-
tive urban model that involves
using existing and upcoming
public transit Infrastructure
to ensure sustainable mobil-
ity and optimise utilisation of
land through compact mixed-
use developtment,

It can potentially improve
public transit ridership, reduce
vehicular congestion and
reduce pollution in the long
term, it added.

“A public notice has been

|

issued inviting companies to
prepare a plan. The basic objec- |
tive of the redevelopment is to
upgrade the-area by imple- |
menting specific schemes on
the basis of existing physical |
and socioeconomic condi-
tions,” the public notice read.
According to the plan, a
maximum overall Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) of 50 per cent over
and above the existing permis-
sible FAR on individual plots,
subject to a maximum of 400,
shall be allowed to incentivise
the redevelopment. MPOsT
-
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