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%outh Delhi parks
to be redeveloped

¢ Snehll Sinha

snehll.sinha@hind imes.com

NEW DELHI: In a bid to reclaim

and rejuvenate public spaces,

the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA) is set to revamp two

key green zones In south Delhi's
| Lajpat Nagar—the main park in
the bustling Central Market and
the Pant Nagar park.

DDA has invited bids for the
project, which is estimated to
cost' around %92 'lakh. The
revamp includes repairing
boundary ‘walls, redesigning
walkways, upgrading horticul-
tural features and introducing
energy-efficient lighting. The
tender specifies that the con-
| tractor will be responsible for

maintaining the parks for a¢
least one year after completign
ensuring sustained upkeep,
The Central Market park
has seen deterioration over the
years. The revamp wi]) ensur
better landscaping, Prop -
drainage. and 1:)edestria§r
friendly pathways, 1n additioy,
the adjoining drains, Whicn'
have been Covered ', a5
encroached upon by tempg 2
structures, will be t:lv.ﬂ:arv.ﬂ:dm'}ry
DD)}rorﬁqial said. s
Officials said the Pan
park, which serves a5 ontelg?‘th‘
green lungs of ‘the resident; S
colony, will also und asi 2t
lar overhaul. The DDA paq 0~
three-month execution tjmesﬁ;a '
once work begins 5
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ure takes stage, DDA’ eco lab plans to

blend craft & conservation along Yamuna

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority has prepa-
red a plan to develop an Arti-
sans Eco Lab’, a project that
aims toblend art, ecology and
recreation in a single space.
Spread across 236.5 hectares
atthe Yamuna Vanasthalipro-
ject site, the initiative will be
executed inline with the Mas-
ter Plan for Delhi 2021, Zone O
regulationsand National Gre-
en Tribunal directions.
Inthefirstphase, partof the
site will be developed as an ex-
hibition zone where artists can
present both waditional and
contemporary crafts through
workshops, displays, installa-
tions and interactive sessions.
"Geasonalcraft bazaarsandcul-
tural festivals will also be part
of theplan,” said an official.
The project will combine
craft and culture with eco-ad-
ventureandlow-impactrecrea-

' tion, featuring nature trails,

jded walks, birdwatching
decks, riverfront cycling circu-
its and illuminated eco-trails.
«Carefully designed pathways
will promote nature apprecia-
tionand environmental aware-
ness while minimising e;cologl-
cal disturbance. A continuous,
non-moturised cycling corri-
dor will also encourage sustal-
nable mobility and offer scenic
engagement with the restored
floodplain,” an official said.
Plans also include night sa-
faris, experiential stays in tem-
perature-controlled tents, live
demonstrations and artisan
kiosks. Toattract visitors, DDA
is considering adding ziplines,
hot air ballyons and other ad-

WHERE ART MEETS ECOLOGY

What's proposed T

An Artisans Ecolabat ; . &

236-hectare /"

| Yamuna Vanasthali site™» /-~

» Dedicated zones for local crafts, culsine

and performing arts

» Rotating artisan workshops, heritage

festivals and curated tours

> Night safarls and community-led cultural
events to attract visitors year-round

Al Image

ADVENTURE, NATURALLY

I Eco-trails, guided walks
.. and safaris through
restored floodplain

DOING

and handicraft

traditional and

v animal-riendly iluminated trails

7 LEARNING BY

> Hands-on farming '

sustainable practices

Low-risk adventure sports — zip
lines, rope courses, canopy walks

and tethered hot air balloons... - 2

=~ A e
-BUILT LIGHT, BUILT RIGHT |
» Modular pavilions, open-air

+ 3

GREEN
.| AND SAFEGUARDS
> Solar power,

composting toilets and
natural water filtration

> Zero waste discharge,
no tree felling and

workshops restricted vehicle
» Demonstration movement
areas to showcase > Native landscaping and

flood-compatible planting
schemes

.Survelllanceand
. || safety mechanisms for

QR-based information |

| 'ONGUARD 11100
& Continuous on-site '
- coprdination and
" Quality assurance

‘Regular monitoring and .

1

‘Klosksand. 1 i o
ayfinding sonages

1/ylshtors and staff = =

'progréss reviews to 0%« -
 ensure eco-compliance r

_planning.” the proposal adde.

venture-based activities. Dedi-
cated spaces will also be ear-
marked for school workshaps.
“DDA has invited expres-
sions of interest (EOIs) for the
design, development and ope-
ration of the Artisans EcoLab
at Yamuna Vanasthali. The

- lastdate for submission is Nov

14,” a DDA official said. The
initiative follows adecision ta-
ken inameetingchaired by LG
VK Saxena in April this year.

Vehicular movement will
be restricted to maintain the
site’s tranquillity and environ-
mental balance, whilelandsca-
ping will focus on native speci-
esto boost biodiversity.

The plan allows for reve-
nue generation through ticke-
ted entries for safaris, guided
tours and eco-adventures, as
well as sales of products,
workshops, exhibitions,
events and food kiosks. “A re-
venue-sharing model between
DDA and the selected agency
will be finalised as part of the
proposal,” the document no-
ted. The Yamuna Vanasthali
site isone of 11 restoration and
rejuvenation projects along
the Yamuna floodplain, locg.
ted between the Wazirabad
barrage and the ISBT Bridge

. on the eastern bank. The neg-

rest metro station is Shastrj
Park on the Red Line.

“The site’s topography is
largely flat, with floodplain wo.
od}ands and grasslands. It con.
tains four large depressiong
that retainwaterandanetwork
of kadghapatlmays. Since the
area is inundated for a few we-
eks when water is released up.

* stream, these conditions my

be factored into the detajleq




